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Fundamental Beliefs

Seventh-day Adventists accept the Bible as their only creed and hold certain
fundamental beliefs to be the teaching of the Holy Scriptures. These beliefs,
as set forth here, constitute the church’s understanding and expression of
the teaching of Scripture. Revision of these statements may be expected at a
General Conference session when the church is led by the Holy Spirit to a fuller
understanding of Bible truth or finds better language in which to express the
teachings of God’s Holy Word.

This issue will be dedicated to fundamental beliefs, numbers 3 and 4 (see
below).

3. The Father

God the eternal Father is the Creator, Source, Sustainer, and Sovereign of all creation.
He is just and holy, merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast
love and faithfulness. The qualities and powers exhibited in the Son and the Holy Spirit
are also revelations of the Father. (Gen. 1:1; Rev. 4:11; 1 Cor. 15:28; John 3:16; 1 John
4:8; 1 Tim. 1:17; Ex. 34:6, 7; John 14:9.)

4. The Son

God the eternal Son became incarnate in Jesus Christ. Through Him all things were
created, the character of God is revealed, the salvation of humanity is accomplished,
and the world is judged. Forever truly God, He became also truly man, Jesus the Christ.
He was conceived of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He lived and experi-
enced temptation as a human being, but perfectly exemplified the righteousness and
love of God. By His miracles He manifested God’s power and was attested as God’s
promised Messiah. He suffered and died voluntarily on the cross for our sins and in our
place, was raised from the dead, and ascended to minister in the heavenly sanctuary
in our behalf. He will come again in glory for the final deliverance of His people and the
restoration of all things. (John 1:1-3, 14; Col. 1:15-19; John 10:30; 14:9; Rom. 6:23; 2
Cor. 5:17-19; John 5:22; Luke 1:35; Phil. 2:5-11; Heb. 2:9-18; 1 Cor. 15:3, 4; Heb. 8:1,
2; John 14:1-3.)




Editorial

A Father and a Son

Far from a cold, sterile dissertation, the thought
of Father and Son should call to our minds the
imagery and comfort of family—the warm fire-
side, the fond feelings of home, the security,
safety, and abiding trust that we have always
cherished and desired in our own families.

And the fundamental nature of a belief in a
heavenly Father and His Son is to say that our
identity—who we are —is, or should be, bound
up with the truth of who they are. This should
be not just a discussion, but an experience!

Truly, God is just and holy, merciful and gra-
cious. slow to anger. and abounding in steadfast
love and faithfulness. His Son shares the same
character and attitude. This was shown in the
manner in which our salvation was achieved, in
the investment and very personal sacrifice that
both the Father and the Son made in the plan
of salvation.

Not content to be a Father and a Son without
us, they, along with the Holy Spirit made sure
that “unto us a Son is born,” who became for-
ever one with the human race. And more than
this, we were brought back into the family, be-
cause this Son born to us became our “Ever-
lasting Father,” the second Adam, to redeem in
Himself all that was lost to humanity in the fall
of the last Adam.

Wouldn’t you be excited about a phone call
from a probate attorney with the news that you
were the heir of a wealthy family, even if you
knew nothing about it before that call?

Would the attorney be nervous about sharing
the good news with you? Would he be afraid
you would refuse the inheritance because you
didn’t want to claim your identity in that family?

As we share with others the good news, the
evangel, our evangelism is lacking unless we
are actually living proof of the family of God.
We must have the love—the life—of God in our
hearts. Then we can share the news that God
included them in His family and that an inheri-
tance is already given them in Christ. Then the
decision is theirs to make. Do they want to be
part of the family in Christ? Do they want their
inheritance, already obtained for them in Him?

Just how near the Son has come to us is the bur-
den of W. W. Prescott’s message, The Head of
the Family. Not only did Christ die in our place,
he died our death of separation from God as us,
to experience and reveal to us the terrible nature
of sin. E. J. Waggoner’s article, Why Did Christ
Die?, shares how the Father’s rich love was ex-
pressed toward us in reconciliation and remis-
sion in and through the death of the Son. The
Unity of Father and Son shows that there is no
difference whatsoever in their love and compas-
sion toward every human being.

And Elder Bill Lehman, a more modern author
and preacher of the gospel, reminds us that the
Father and the Son long to come into our hearts,
that their great love for us, their very life, will
shine out from us—in reality, the only way true
evangelism happens. This will be more catch-
ing than a flu pandemic, so that the whole earth
will be lightened with the glory of God. And the
promise is that it will!

Is that not great news, news worth telling?

Send us your stories of what God is doing as
you live and share this good news. Share this
magazine with one of your friends and have

them share with us their response

—Todd Guthrie, evangelism editor
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The Head of the Family

TH Eone object in all our Bible

study should be, not to es-
tablish theories, but to feed upon the
living word. And it seems especially
desirable to call attention to this prin-
ciple when a large number of us who
are accustomed to teaching the word
come together to make a special study
of it. Hence the principle should not be
to learn some theory which we can
tell to others, but to obtain a life which
may be lived before others; and this
will be the purpose in our study of the
word, - simply to feed upon the word
which is Spirit and which is life. And
this will be the case, no matter what
special phase of truth we may study.
Our whole purpose will be to break the
bread of life so that we may together
feed upon it.

The subject which we will consider to-
gether, for a time at least, during this
Institute may perhaps be designated
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as the Divine-Human Fam-
ily. In Eph.3:14,15 we read:
“For this cause | bow my
knees unto the Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ, of whom
the whole family in heaven
and earth is named.” The
whole family in heaven and
earth. And it will be our pur-
pose to consider this idea
of the family, but from this
special stand-point, the
Divine-Human family; and
our topic for this hour will be
to consider the Head of the
family.

| would like to call attention,
first, to the fact that the hu-
man family, considered as a
human family, has one com-
mon Father. Acts 17:24-26.
“God that made the world
and all things therein, see-
ing that he is Lord of heaven and
earth, dwelleth not in temples made
with hands; neither is worshiped with
men’s hands, as though he needed
anything, seeing he giveth to all life,
and breath, and all things; and hath
made of one blood all nations of men.”
This is our authorized version; the
revised version leaves out the word
“blood.” “And he made of one every
nation of men for to dwell on all the
face of the earth.” Hath made of one
all nations of the earth; that is, Adam
was the father of the human family as
a human family; and when God creat-
ed Adam he created the whole human
family. He created all nations that are
upon the earth when he created Adam.
That is, in creating Adam and confer-
ring upon him the power to beget in
his own image, he saw, as it were, a
fountain of life in him; and when he
created Adam, he saw in Adam every
human being that has been or will be

upon the face of the earth, and he cre-
ated every human being upon the face
of the earth in Adam.

You will see how this thought is sug-
gested in the 25th chapter of Genesis,
where the birth of Jacob and Esau is
recorded. Verses 19 to 23 give the re-
cord. But | call special attention to the
23rd verse. When Rebecca inquired of
the Lord, he answered her, “Two na-
tions are in thy womb.” Two nations—
Jacob and Esau. In Jacob, God saw
all the descendants of Jacob; in Esau,
God saw all the descendants of Esau;
and so, as he viewed it, there were
two nations struggling together.

The same thought is further empha-
sized in Hebrews 7:9,10: “And as |
may say so, Levi also, who received
tithes, payed tithes in Abraham. For he
was yet in the loins of his father when
Melchisedec met him.”

These scriptures are sufficient to bring
out the principle, that in Adam were all
the descendants of Adam, as he was
the common father of the human fam-
ily. but Adam the first failed in his work,
and so there came Adam the second.
1Cor.15:45 and onward: “And so it is
written, The first man Adam was made
aliving soul; the last Adam was made a
quickening spirit. Howbeit that was not
first which is spiritual, but that which
is natural; and afterward that which is
spiritual. The first man is of the earth,
earthy; the second man is the Lord
from heaven.” And this second man,
the Lord from heaven, sustains the
same relation to his family that Adam
sustained to his family. That is, he be-
came the second father of the family.

In Col.3:9,10: “Lie not one to another,
seeing that ye have put off the old man
with his deeds; and have put on the



new man, which is renewed in knowl-
edge after the image of him that cre-
ated him.” Eph.4:22-24: “That ye put
off concerning the former conversa-
tion the old man, which is corrupt ac-
cording to the deceitful lusts, and be
renewed in the spirit of your mind; and
that ye put on the new man which after
God is created in righteousness and
true holiness.” Dr. Young’s translation
of this same text gives a little different
wording, which is important. Instead of
reading, “Which after God is created
in righteousness,” he translates more
literally, “Which according to God was
created in righteousness.”

Now with these scriptures before us,
we can see readily the teaching. Adam
was the first man, and by yielding to
sin, he received sin into human flesh,
and his flesh became sinful flesh.
Christ was the second man, the sec-
ond father of the human family. He did
no sin, neither was guile found in his
mouth. After humanity in Adam had
admitted sin into the flesh, that be-
came the old man, and the old man
is humanity with sin working in it. That
is to say, the old man is humanity un-
der the control of the devil, and those
who are in that condition are spoken
of by the Saviour in John 8 as being of
their father the devil. 42nd verse and
onward: “Jesus said unto them, If God
were your Father, ye would love me,
for | proceeded forth and came from
God; neither came | of myself, but he
sent me. Why do ye not understand
my speech? even because ye cannot
hear my word. Ye are of your father
the devil, and the lusts of your father
ye will do.”

The old man is humanity with sin work-
ing in it; the old man is humanity under
the control and direction of the devil.
The new man is humanity with divin-

ity in it, and above all and first of all,
the new man is Christ Jesus, “which
according to God was created in righ-
teousness and true holiness.” So we
are instructed to put on the new man.
Rom.13:14.

“Put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ,” the
new man, “and make no provision for
the flesh, to fulfill the lusts thereof.”

Now how did Jesus Christ become the
second father of the human family?
and what does it mean to us that he
did become the second father of the
human family? This is told in Heb.2:14:
“Forasmuch then as the children” [he
is the father] are partakers of flesh and
blood, he also himself likewise took
part of the same; that through death
he might destroy him that had the
power of death, that is, the devil; and
deliver them who through fear of death
were all their lifetime subject to bond-
age.” Notice carefully; it is because
the children were partakers of flesh
and blood that he also himself likewise
took part of the same flesh and blood.
Why? In order that he might destroy
him that had the power of death, that
is, the devil.

This thought is suggested in 1st John
3:5.” And ye know that he was mani-
fested to take away our sins.” Notice
what it says. “Ye know that he was
manifested.” He WAS MANIFESTED
to take away our sins. How was he
manifested? He was manifested in the
flesh; by becoming partaker of flesh
and blood he was manifested. John
says in the first chapter and second
verse, “For the life was manifested,
and we have seen it, and bear wit-
ness, and show unto you that eternal
life, which was with the Father, and
was manifested unto us.” And he was
manifested to take away our sins;

and he was manifested by taking part
in flesh and blood, that he might be
seen, capable of being looked upon.
but he was manifested to take away
our sins. For it was necessary, in or-
der to take away our sins, that divinity
should suffer. But how could divinity
suffer simply and solely as divinity for
the sins of humanity? So divinity was
clothed with humanity, was manifested
in humanity, that there might be a hu-
man side to divinity for the suffering;
that it might be possible for divinity to
present a human side for the suffer-
ing; that there might be, as it were, a
vulnerable side to divinity, that divin-
ity might receive the wound: because
prophecy said that his heel should be
bruised, and that must be in humanity.
There must be a human side to divin-
ity in order that divinity might suffer
in humanity. But divinity must suffer
to take away our sins, so divinity was
manifested, put into humanity, clothed
with a body; clothed with flesh, with
our flesh, in order that divinity might
present a side capable of receiving the
wound; so, “The Word was made flesh
and dwelt among us,” and he partook
of the same flesh and blood in order
“that through death he might destroy
him that had the power of death, that
is, the devil, and might deliver them
who through fear of death [and death
comes only through sin] were all their
lifetime subject to bondage.”

How did he take upon him that na-
ture, that flesh and blood? He did it
by birth, by being born of a woman,
and the agency through which he was
born of a woman was the Holy Spirit.
Luke 1:35: “And the angel answered
and said unto her, the Holy Ghost shall
come upon thee, and the power of the
highest shall overshadow thee; there-
fore also that holy thing which shall be
born of thee shall be called the Son
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of God.” But he was also the Son of
Man, and the head, the second head
of the human family was a man, the
new man, the divine-human man, the
man Christ Jesus.

Now what does it mean to us that Je-
sus Christ became the second head
of this human family? It means this:
Just as, when Adam was created,
all the members of the human family
were created in him, so also when the
second man was created “according
to God in righteousness and true holi-
ness,” all the members of that family
were created in him. It means that, as
God saw in Adam all the members of
the human family, so he saw in Christ,
the second father of the family, all the
members of the divine human family;
so he saw in him all his sons, all his
daughters, all his descendants; all
that belong to the family. No matter
whether they were born into the family
or not. Before Jacob and Esau were
born, God saw two nations there. No
matter whether born into the divine-
human family or not, yet God created
in Christ Jesus, the new man, all the
members of the divine-human fam-
ily that should afterward be born into
that family.

Now the fact that Christ took our
flesh, and that the Word was made
flesh and dwelt among us, means a
great deal more than that there was
a good man who lived then, and set
us a good example. He was the sec-
ond father, he was the representative
of humanity; and it was when Jesus
Christ took our human nature and
was born of a woman, that humanity
and divinity were joined. It was then
that Jesus Christ gave himself, not
simply for the human family but to the
human family. That is to say, Jesus
Christ joined himself to humanity and
gave himself to humanity, and iden-
tified himself with humanity and be-
came humanity; and he became we,
and we were there in him. It means
that Jesus Christ in himself joined
humanity and divinity to all eternity to
take our human nature and retain it
to all eternity, and is today our repre-
sentative in heaven, still bearing our
human nature, and there is a divine-
human man in heaven to-day—Jesus
Christ.
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Read it in Heb.10:11,12: “And every
priest standeth daily ministering and
offering oftentimes the same sacrific-
es, which can never take away sins;
but this man after he had offered one
sacrifice for sins forever sat down on
the right hand of God.” There is a man
sitting on the right hand of God, and
we sit there in him. That is what this
scripture in the seventh of Hebrews, to
which we have referred, has illustrat-
ed, how it is that God saw in Adam all
the human family, and how that when
he created Adam he created all the
human family. This Scripture means a
great deal more than that. Read again
Heb.7:9,10: “And as | may so say, Levi
also, who receiveth tithes, paid tithes
in Abraham. For he was yet in the
loins of his father when Melchisedec
met him.” When Abraham paid tithes
to Melchisedec, Levi paid tithes in him,
for he was in the loins of his father
when Melchisedec met him. All that
Abraham did, Levi did in him.

Read further in the 15th chapter of 1
Corinthians, verses 21 and 22: “For
since by man came death, by man
came also the resurrection of the
dead.” You may stop a moment to
think that they both came by a tree;
death came by a tree, life came by a
tree. Adam ate of the forbidden fruit
of the tree, so death came upon the
human family. Christ bore all our
sins upon a tree, and by that means
brought life to the human family. “By
man came death; by man came also
the resurrection of the dead, for as in
Adam all die, even so in Christ shall
all be made alive.” Adam is the man
through whom death came; Christ is

the man through whom comes the
resurrection from the dead.

Read also Romans 5:12 and onward.
As we read this scripture, bear these
principles in mind, and this parallel be-
tween the first Adam and the second
Adam, and what we gained through
the first Adam and what we gained
through the second Adam. From the
first Adam, sin, transitory life, death;
from the second Adam, righteous-
ness, life—eternal life. “Wherefore,
as by one man sin entered into the
world, and death by sin; and so death
passed upon all men, for that all have
sinned.” Revised Version, “for that
all sinned.” Just one act in a point of
time wholly past. For that all sinned;
for all did sin.

“For until the law sin was in the world:
but sin is not imputed where there is
no law. Nevertheless death reigned
from Adam to Moses, even over them
that had not sinned after the simili-
tude of Adam’s transgression, who is
the figure (or type) of him that was to
come. But not as the offense, so also
is the free gift; for if through the of-
fense of one many be dead (Revised
Version, many died) much more the
grace of God, and the gift by grace,
which is by one man, Jesus Christ,
hath abounded unto many. And not
as it was by one that sinned, so is
the gift: for the judgment was by one
to condemnation, but the free gift is
of many offences unto justification,”
or righteousness. So the contrast is
between condemnation and justifica-
tion, or righteousness. Death came
by sin. “For if by one man’s offense
death reigned by one; much more
they which receive abundance of
grace and of the gift of righteous-
ness shall reign in life by one, Jesus
Christ. Therefore, as by the offense
of one, judgment came upon all men
to condemnation; even so by the righ-
teousness of one the free gift came
upon all men unto justification of life.
For as by one man’s disobedience
many were made [or ‘became,’ or
Dr. Young’s translation, ‘many were
constituted’] sinners; so by the obedi-
ence of one shall many be made [or
constituted] righteous.”

Now see the contrast between the first



Adam and the second Adam; the first
father of the family and the second
father of the family. From one, judg-
ment to condemnation; the other, jus-
tification of life. Through the disobedi-
ence of one, many were constituted
sinners; through the obedience of
one, many were constituted sinners;
through the obedience of one, many
were constituted righteous in him.

And the idea further that Jesus Christ
gave himself to us. Think of that for
a moment. It is not that Jesus Christ,
as some one apart from us, as it were
entirely outside of our connection in
any way, just simply came forward
and said, “I will die for man.” No, he
became man, and divinity was given
to the human family in Jesus Christ.
But divinity was joined to humanity by

himself.” Now that is where humanity
is. Humanity is sold under sin. Now if
humanity is able, it may redeem itself.
Is it able? Is humanity able to redeem
itself? No. Well, then, some one that
is nigh of kin may redeem it. But who
is nigh of kin that is able to redeem it?
He who took part of our same flesh
and blood. So that, as is expressed
in Eph.5:30, “We are members of
his body and of his flesh, and of his
bones.” And he is nigh of kin.

Now read again in Heb.2:11, and
see how this relation is recognized.
“For both he that sanctifieth and they
who are sanctified are all of one: for
which cause he is not ashamed to call
them brethren, saying, | will declare
thy name unto my brethren.” You re-
member in his last prayer, just at the

birth, and Jesus Christ became flesh
and blood relation—near of kin to ev-
ery one of us.

Read the foreshadowing of that in
Lev.55:47-49: “And if a sojourner or
stranger wax rich by thee, and thy
brother that dwelleth by him wax poor,
and sell himself upon the stranger or
sojourner by thee, or to the stock of
the stranger’s family, after that he is
sold he may be redeemed again; one
of his brethren may redeem him, ei-
ther his uncle or his uncle’s son may
redeem him, or any that is nigh of kin
unto him of his family may redeem
him; or if he be able, he may redeem

close of his work (John 17:26), he
says, “And | have declared unto them
thy name.” “I will declare thy name
unto my brethren.” And he did it; and
one of his last words was, “I have
declared unto them thy name.” They
were his brethren. “I will declare thy
name unto my brethren, in the midst
of the church will | sing praise unto
thee.” And again, “I will put my trust
in him.” And again, “Behold, | and the
children which God hath given me.”
Second father of the family. Behold
the children.

Mark 3:31: “There came then his
brethren and his mother [Now these

were those that were actually re-
lated to him by the ties of the natu-
ral flesh], and standing without, sent
unto him, calling him. And the mul-
titude sat about him, and they said
unto him, Behold thy mother and thy
brethren without seek for thee. And
he answered them, saying, Who is
my mother, or my brethren? And he
looked round about on them that
sat about him, and said, Behold my
mother and my brethren! For who-
soever shall do the will of God, the
same is my brother, and my sister,
and mother.” That is, whoever is born
into this family of God is as closely
related to Jesus Christ, and that by
flesh and blood, as is a mother to her
own son.

Read in Luke 11:27,28, and it is a
touching thought: “And it came to
pass as he spake these things, a cer-
tain woman of the company lifted up
her voice, and said unto him, Blessed
is the womb that bare thee, and the
paps which thou hast sucked.” As this
woman looked upon Jesus Christ and
heard his teachings, there arose in
that mother’s heart a feeling of what
a wonderfully blessed thing it must
be to be so closely united to that man
as is a mother to her child. What did
he reply? Oh, he said, “Yea, rather,
blessed are they that hear the word of
God, and keep it.” Because they are
united every one of them to him just
as is a mother to her own child. That
is, by the very closest ties possible in
this world is every son of God united
to Jesus Christ, his Brother, his Fa-
ther, his Saviour, his Redeemer. 3/

—W. W. Prescott, February 4, 1895,
General Conference Bulletin, pp.
8-11.

Thou art worthy, O
Lord, to receive glory
and honour and pow-
er: for thou hast cre-
ated all things, and
for thy pleasure they
are and were created.
Revelation 4:11
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TH fact that this question has

been asked in all serious-
ness by an active Christian is sufficient
reason for considering it, apart from
the fact that it touches the very core
of Christianity. It shows that the funda-
mental principles of the Gospel are not
so generally understood as people are
wont to imagine. This is not because
they are so obscure and complex as
to be beyond ordinary comprehension,
but because they have been so thick-
ly enveloped in the fog of theological
terms. Those terms are the intention of
men, and have nothing to do with the
Scriptures. If we are content with the
simple statements of the Bible, we shall
see how quickly its light dispels the fog
of theological speculation.

“Christ also hath once suffered for sins,
the just for the unjust, that He might
bring us to God, being put to death in
the flesh, but quickened by the Spirit.”
1 Peter 3:18. That is a sufficient an-
swer, but we will read further. “This is a
faithful saying, and worthy of all accep-
tation, that Christ Jesus came into the
world to save sinners.” 1 Tim.1:15. “Ye
know that He was manifested to take
away our sins, and in Him is no sin.” 1
John 3: 5. “The blood of Jesus Christ
His Son cleanseth us from all sin.” 1
John 1: 7.

Read again: “For when we were yet
without strength, in due time Christ died
for the ungodly. For scarcely for a righ-
teous man will one die; yet peradven-
ture for a good man some would even
dare to die. But God commendeth His
love toward us, in that, while we were
yet sinners, Christ died for us. Much
more then, being now justified by His
blood, we shall be saved from wrath
through Him. For if, when we were en-
emies, we were reconciled to God by
the death of his Son, much more, be-
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ing reconciled, we shall be saved by
His life.” Rom. 5: 6-10.

Once more: “And you, that were some-
time enemies, and alienated in your
mind by wicked works, yet now hath
He reconciled in the body of His flesh
through death, to present you holy and
unblameable and unreproveable in His
sight.” Col. 1: 21, 22. “Therefore if any
man be in Christ, he is a new creature;
old things are passed away; behold, all
things are become new. And all things
are of God, who hath reconciled us to
Himself by Jesus Christ, and hath giv-
en to us the ministry of reconciliation;
to wit, that God was in Christ, reconcil-
ing the world unto Himself, not imputing
their trespasses unto them; and hath
committed unto us the word of recon-
ciliation.” 2 Cor. 5: 17-19.

All men have sinned. Rom. 3: 23; 5:12.
Sin is enmity against God. “The carnal
mind is enmity against God; for it is
not subject to the law of God, neither
indeed can be.” Rom. 8: 7. In one of
the texts above quoted we read that
men need reconciliation, because they
are enemies in their minds by wicked
works. Therefore since all men have
sinned, it follows that all men are by na-
ture the enemies of God; and that also
is what we read in Rom. 5:10, above
quoted.

But sin is death. “To be carnally minded
is death.” Rom. 8: 6. “By one man sin
came into the world, and death by sin.”
Rom. 5: 12. Death came in by sin, be-
cause it carries death concealed within
it. “The sting of death is sin.” 1 Cor. 15:
56. Sin when it is full grown bringeth
forth death. James 1: 15.

Sin is death, for the reason that it is
enmity against God. God is “the living
God.” With Him is “the fountain of life.”

Did Christ Die?

Ps. 36: 9. Christ is called the “Author of
life.” Acts 3: 15, margin. Life is the grand
characteristic of God. “He giveth to all
life, and breath, and all things.” Acts
17: 25. “In Him we live, and move, and
have our being;” “for we are also His
offspring.” Verse 28. The life of God is
the source of every created thing; and
apart from Him there can be no life.

But righteousness, as well as life, is the
grand characteristic of God. “There is
no unrighteousness in Him.” Ps. 92:15.
“As for God, His way is perfect.” Ps. 18:
30. Since the life of God is the source
of all life, and all depend on Him, it
follows that His righteousness is the
standard of righteousness of all intel-
ligent beings; for God’s life is nothing
but righteousness. Therefore life and
righteousness are inseparable. “To
be spiritually minded is life.” Rom. 8: 6.

Now since God’s life is the standard
of righteousness, it is evident that ev-
erything that is different from the life
of God is unrighteousness; and “all
unrighteousness is sin.” But if the life
of any being is different from the life of
God, it must be because His life is not
allowed free course through that be-
ing. But where God'’s life is not, there is
death. Whoever is out of harmony with
God—enmity against Him—has death
working in him, and death for his inevi-
table portion. So it is not by an arbitrary
decree that the wages of sin is death.
That results from the very nature of
things. Sin is opposition to God—rebel-
lion against Him—and is utterly foreign
to His being. It is separation from God,
and separation from God is death, be-
cause there is no life outside of Him. All
that hate Him, love death.

Let us now sum up the case of the rela-
tion between the natural man and God.
(1) All have sinned. (2) Sin is enmity



against God; it is rebellion. (3) Sin is
alienation from God; men are alienated
and enemies in their minds by wick-
ed works. Col. 1: 21. (4) Sinners are
“alienated from the life of God.” Eph.
4: 18. But God in Christ is the only
source of life for the universe, and
therefore all who are thus alienated
from His righteous life are by the very
nature of things doomed to death. “He
that hath the Son hath life; and he that
hath not the Son of God hath not life.”
1 John 5:12.

RECONCILIATION

From all that has preceded it is very
evident that the only object that Christ
could have in coming to earth and dying
for men, was the reconciliation of man
to God, so that he might have life. “| am
come that they might have life.” John
10: 10. “God was in Christ reconciling
the world unto Himself.” 2 Cor. 5: 19.
“And you, that were sometime alienat-
ed and enemies in your mind by wicked
works, yet now hath He reconciled in
the body of His flesh through death, to
present you holy and unblameable and
unreproveable in His sight.” Col.1: 21,
22. Christ suffered for sins, the just for
the unjust, “that He might bring us to
God.” 1 Peter 3: 18. “If when we were
enemies, we were reconciled to God
by the death of His Son, much more,
being reconciled, we shall be saved by
His life.” Rom.5: 10.

“But,” someone will say, “You have
made the reconciliation all on the part
of men; | have always been taught that
the death of Christ reconciled God to
man; that Christ died to satisfy God’s
justice, and to appease Him.” Well, we
have left the matter of reconciliation
just where the Scriptures have put it;
and while they have much to say about
the necessity for man to be reconciled

We needed life, and Christ
alone had life to give; but
the giving of life is dying.
His death reconciles us to

God, provided we make it

to God, they never once
hint of such a thing as
the necessity for God to
be reconciled to man. To
intimate the necessity for
such a thing is to bring a
grave charge against the
character of God. The
idea has come into the
Christian Church from
the Papacy, which in turn
brought it from Pagan-
ism, in which the only
idea of God was of a be-
ing whose wrath must be
appeased by a sacrifice.

Stop a moment, and
think what reconciliation
means. The existence
of enmity is the only ne-
cessity for reconciliation.
Where there is no enmity, there is no
necessity for reconciliation. Man is by
nature alienated from God; he is a reb-
el, full of enmity. Therefore man needs
to be reconciled-to have his enmity
taken away. But God has no enmity in
His being. “God is love.” Consequently
there is no necessity for Him to be rec-
onciled; there is no possibility of such a
thing, for there can be no reconciliation
where there has been no enmity.

Again: “For God so loved the world,
that He gave His only begotten Son,
that whosoever believeth in Him should
not perish, but have everlasting life.”
John 3: 16. Surely, they who say that
the death of Christ reconciled God to
men, have forgotten this blessed text.
They would separate the Father and
the Son, making the former the enemy,
and the latter the friend, of man. But
God’s heart was so overflowing with
love to fallen man, that He “spared not
His own Son, but delivered Him up for
us all;” and in so doing He gave Himself,

our own by faith. We are
reconciled to God by the
death of Christ, because in
dying He gave up His life,
and He gave it to us. Be-
ing made partakers of the
life of God, through faith
in Christ’s death, we are at
peace with Him, because
one life is in us both.

for “God was in Christ reconciling the
world unto Himself.” The Apostle Paul
speaks of “the church of God, which He
hath purchased with His own blood.”
Acts 20: 28. This effectually disposes
of the idea that there was any enmity
toward man on the part of God, so that
He needed to be reconciled. The death
of Christ was the expression of God’s
wonderful love for sinners.

Consider further what reconciliation
means. It means a change on the part
of the one reconciled. If one has enmity
in His heart towards another, a radical
change must take place in him before
he is reconciled. This is the case with
man. “If any man be in Christ he is a
new creature; old things are passed
away; behold, all things are become
new. And all things are of God, who
hath reconciled us to Himself by Je-
sus Christ.” 2 Cor. 5: 17, 18. But to
speak of the necessity for God to be
reconciled to man, is not only to say
that He cherished enmity in His heart,
but to say that God was partially in

Glad Tidings 9



the wrong, and that a change had to
take place in Him as well as in man.
If it were not in the innocence of ig-
norance that men talked about God’s
having been reconciled to men, it
would be blasphemy. That is one of the
“great things and blasphemies” that the
Papacy has spoken against God. Let
us not echo it.

God is. He could not be other than He
is, and be God. He is absolute and
unchangeable perfection. He cannot
change. Hear Him: “I am the Lord, |
change not; therefore ye sons of Jacob
are not consumed.” Mal. 3: 6. Instead
of having to change and be reconciled
to sinful man, in order that they might
be saved, the only hope for their salva-
tion is the fact that he never changes,
but is everlasting love. He is the source
of life, and the standard of life. When
any beings are unlike Him, the differ-
ence is on their part, and not on His. He
is the fixed standard, to which all must
conform, if they would live. God cannot
change to accommodate the desires of
sinful men, but simply because such
a change would lower His dignity, and
make His Government unstable, but
because He cannot be other than He
is, “He that cometh to God must be-
lieve that He is.”

Just a thought concerning the idea that
Christ's death was necessary to satisfy
outraged justice. Christ's death was
necessary to satisfy the love of God.
“God commendeth His love toward us,
in that, while we were yet sinners Christ
died for us.” Rom. 5: 8. “God so loved
the world that He gave His only be-
gotten Son.” Justice would have been
met by the summary death of the sin-
ful race. But God’s love could not suffer
that. So we are justified freely by His
grace, through the redemption that is
in Christ Jesus. Through faith in His
blood, God’s righteousness—which
is His life—is declared upon us, and
thus He is just, and at the same time
the justifier of him that believeth in Je-
sus. Rom. 3: 21-26. The reason why it
was necessary that Christ should die,
in order that men might be saved, will
be considered in the next edition of this
article.

Why have we dwelt so long upon the
fact that man must be reconciled to
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God, and not God to man? Because in
that alone is man’s hope. If God ever
had any enmity in His heart against
men, there would always arise the tor-
turing thought, “Perhaps He is not yet
sufficiently appeased to accept Me;
surely He cannot love so guilty a being
as | am.” And the more one realised his
guilt, the greater would be his doubt.
But when we know that God never had
any enmity towards us, but that He has
loved us with an everlasting love, and
that He has loved us so much that He
gave Himself for us, that we might be
reconciled to Him, we can joyfully ex-
claim, “If God be for us, who can be
against us?”

REMISSION

Freedom from sin, or at least from its
consequences, is what men have been
seeking ever since the fall. Sad to
say, however, the great majority have
sought it in the wrong way. It was with
a lie against the character of God, that
Satan caused the first sin, and he has
been vigorously engaged in trying to
induce people to believe that lie ever
since. So successful has he been, that

The case, therefore, stands thus: All
have sinned. Sin is enmity against
God, because it is a condition of alien-
ation from the life of God. Therefore
sin is death. The one thing, then,
that man stood in need of was life,
and this is the one thing that Christ
came to give. In Him was life that
sin could not touch, and that could
triumph over death.

the mass of mankind regard God as
stern and unsympathetic, a being who
regards man with a coldly critical eye,
and who would much rather destroy
than save. In short, Satan has largely
succeeded in putting himself in the
place of God, in the minds of men.

Thus it is that much of the worship of
the heathen is, and always has been,
devil-worship. “But | say, that the things
which the Gentiles sacrifice, they sac-
rifice to devils, and not to God; and |
would not that ye should have fellow-

ship with devils.” 1 Cor. 10:20. Con-
sequently all heathen worship springs
from the idea that a sacrifice must be
made to appease the wrath of their
God. Sometimes this sacrifice is in the
shape of property, but often it is of the
person. Thus arose the great hordes
of monks and hermits among the hea-
then, and later among the professed
Christians, who borrowed their ideas of
God from the heathen. These thought
to gain the favour of God by scourging
and torturing themselves.

The prophets of Baal cut themselves
with knives, “ill the blood gushed out
upon them” (1 Kings 18:28), hoping
thereby to induce their god to listen
to them. With the same idea of God,
thousands of so-called Christians
have worn hair shirts, walked barefoot
on glass, made pilgrimages on their
knees, slept on the hard floor, or the
ground, and scourged themselves with
thorns, starved themselves nearly to
death, and set themselves the most im-
possible tasks. But nobody ever found
peace in any of those ways, because
no man could get out of himself that
which was not in him, and righteous-
ness and peace are not in man.

Sometimes this idea of propitiating the
wrath of God has taken an easier form,
that is, easier for the worshippers. In-
stead of sacrificing themselves, they
have sacrificed others. Human sacri-
fices have always been to a greater or
lesser extent connected with heathen-
ism. Men shudder as they read of the
human sacrifices offered by the an-
cient inhabitants of Mexico and Peru,
and by the Druids; but professed (not
real) Christianity has its awful list. Even
so-called Christian England has made
hundreds of burnt offerings of men, for
the purpose of turning away the wrath of
God from the country. Wherever there
is religious persecution to any degree,
it springs from the mistaken idea that
God demands a victim. This is shown
by the words of Christ to His disciples:
“The time cometh, that whosoever kil-
leth you will think that he doeth God
service.” John 16: 2. All such worship
has been devil worship, and not wor-
ship of the true God.

Just here somebody has remembered
that it is said in Heb.9: 22, “Without the



shedding of blood there is no remis-
sion;” and this makes him think that
after all God did demand a sacrifice
before He would pardon man. It is very
difficult for the mind to rid itself of the
idea received as a legacy from Pagan-
ism, through the Papacy, that God was
so angry at man for having sinned,
that He could not be mollified without
seeing blood flow, but that it made no
difference to Him whose blood it was,
if only somebody was killed; and that
since Christ’s life was worth more than
the lives of all men, He accepted Him
as a substitute for them. This is almost
a brutal way of stating the case, but it is
the only way that the case can be truly
presented. The heathen conception of
God is a brutal one, as dishonouring to
God as it is discouraging to man; and
this heathen idea has been allowed to
colour too many texts of Scripture. It is
sad to think how greatly men who really
loved the Lord, have given occasion to
His enemies to blaspheme.

“Apart from shedding of blood there is
no remission.” What is remission? It
means simply “sending away.” What is
to be remitted, or sent away? Our sins,
for we read that “through faith in Christ’s
blood the righteousness of God is de-
clared for the remission of sins that are
past, through the forbearance of God.”
Rom. 3: 20. So we learn that apart from
the shedding of blood there is no send-
ing away of sins.

What blood is it that takes away sins?
Only the blood of Christ, “for there is
none other name under heaven given
among men, whereby we must be
saved.” “Ye know that He was mani-
fested to take away our sins; and in Him

is no sin.” 1 John 3: 5. “Knowing that
ye were redeemed, not with corruptible
things, with silver and gold, from your
vain manner of life handed down from
your fathers; but with precious blood,
as of a Lamb without blemish and with-
out spot, even the blood of Christ.” 1
Peter 1: 18, 19. “If we walk in the light
as He is in the light, we have fellow-
ship one with another, and the blood of
Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth us from
all sin.” 1 John 1:7.

But how is it that the shedding of blood,
even the blood of Christ, can take away
sins? Simply because the blood is the
life. “For the life of the flesh is in the
blood; and / have given it to you upon
the altar to make an atonement for
your souls, for it is the blood that ma-
keth atonement for the soul.” Lev. 17:
11. So when we read that apart from
the shedding of blood there is no re-
mission, we know it means that no sins
can be taken away except by the life of
Christ. In Him is no sin; therefore when
He imparts His life to a soul, that soul is
at once cleansed from sin.

Remember that Christ is God. “The
Word was God,” “and the Word was
made flesh and dwelt among us.” “God
was in Christ, reconciling the world
unto Himself.” God gave Himself in
Christ for men, for we have read of
“the church of God, which He hath pur-
chased with His own blood.” The Son
of man, in whom was the life of God,
came to minister, “and to give His life a
ransom for many.” Matt. 20: 28.

The case, therefore, stands thus: All
have sinned. Sin is enmity against
God, because it is a condition of alien-

ation from the life of God. Therefore sin
is death. The one thing, then, that man
stood in need of was life, and this is
the one thing that Christ came to give.
In Him was life that sin could not
touch, and that could triumph over
death. His life is the light of men. A sin-
gle light may make ten thousand other
lights, and still not be diminished. No
matter how much sunlight any person
receives, there is just as much for ev-
erybody else; and if there were a hun-
dred times as many people on earth
as there are, there would be no less
sunlight for each one than there is now.
So with the Sun of Righteousness. He
can give His life to all, and still have as
much left.

Christ came to impart the life of God to
man, for it is that that they lack. The
lives of all the angels in heaven could
not have met the demands of the case;
not because God was so inexorable,
but because they could not have im-
parted any life to man. They had no
life in themselves, but only the life that
Christimparted to them. But God was in
Christ, and in Him God'’s everlasting life
could be given to everyone who would
receive it. Remember that in giving His
Son, God gave Himself, and you will
see that a sacrifice was not demanded
to satisfy God’s outraged feelings, but
that, on the contrary, God'’s inexpress-
ible love led Him to sacrifice Himself, in
order to break down man’s enmity, and
reconcile us to Himself.

“But why could He not give us His life
without dying?” That is to say, Why
could He not give us His life, and still
not give it? We needed life, and Christ
alone had life to give; but the giving of
life is dying. His death reconciles us

THE SON’S PERFECT RELIANCE ON THE FATHER

Because Christ came, not in His own name, but in the Father’s name, because “God
was in Christ, reconciling the world unto Himself” (2 Cor. 5:19), His words and
works—His very life—were the Father’s, and not His own. “When ye have lifted up
the Son of man, then shall ye know that I am (He), and that I do nothing of Myself;
but as the Father hath taught Me, I speak these things.” John 8: 28. “The words that
I speak unto you I speak not of Myself; but the Father that dwelleth in Me, He doeth
the works.” John 14: 10. He lived by the Father, (John 6: 57), His life was but God’s
life in Him in its fulness, so that it could be said that God purchased the church “with
His own blood.” Acts 20: 25.

—E. J. Waggoner, Present Truth, United Kingdom, September 16, 1897, p.579.
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to God, provided we make it our own
by faith. We are reconciled to God by
the death of Christ, because in dying
He gave up His life, and He gave it to
us. Being made partakers of the life of
God, through faith in Christ's death, we
are at peace with Him, because one
life is in us both. Then we are “saved
by His life.” Christ died, but He still
lives, and His life in us keeps us united
to God. The imparting of His life to us
frees us from sin and the continuing of
it in us, keeps us from sin.

“In Him was life; and the life was the
light of men.” John 1: 4. Jesus said, ‘|
am the light of the world; he that fol-
loweth Me shall not walk in darkness,
but shall have the light of life.” John 8:
12. Now we can understand how it is
that if we walk in the light as He is in the
light, we have fellowship one with an-
other, and the blood of Jesus Christ His
Son cleanseth us from all sin.” His light
is His life; walking in the light is walk-
ing in His life; and when we thus walk,
His life is flowing through us, a living
stream, cleanses from all sin.” “Thanks
be unto God for His unspeakable gift.”
His life is light, and will dispel all earth’s
darkness. In His light (life) we shall see
light. Only as we consider hard ques-
tions in the light of His life, can we un-
derstand them.

“What shall we then say to these
things? If God be for us, who can be
against us? He that spared not His own
Son, but delivered Him up for us all,
how shall He not with Him also freely
give us all things?” Rom. 8: 31, 32. Let
the weak and fearful sinner take cour-
age, and trust in the Lord. We have not
a God who demands a sacrifice from
man, but one who in His love has of-
fered Himself a sacrifice. We owe to
God a life perfectly in harmony with His
law; but since our life is just the oppo-
site of that, God in Christ has substitut-
ed His own life for ours, and so we can
offer up “spiritual sacrifices, acceptable
to God by Jesus Christ.” Then “let Is-
rael hope in the Lord; for with the Lord
there is mercy, and with Him is plente-
ous redemption. And He shall redeem
Israel from all his iniquities.” Ps. 130: 7,
8. (Emphasis supplied). %/

—E. J. Waggoner, September 21,
1893, Present Truth, United Kingdom,
pp. 383-388.
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EVERYBODY knows the little song, “Jesus Loves Me, This | Know.”
But does the Father also love us? And did He love us before Jesus
died for us? YES! “God [the Father] so loved the world that He gave
His only begotten Son . ...” (John 3:16). If He so loved us BEFORE
Jesus died for us, then was He reconciled to us BEFORE Jesus died?
YES! Did the sacrifice of Jesus reconcile the heart of the Father to
us? No, for He was already in a state of being reconciled to us, not
that any change in Him was at any time necessary. This reconciliation
of the Father to us was not accomplished by the sacrifice of Jesus.
The correct word to say is that the sacrifice of Jesus demonstrated
the fact of His already being reconciled to us (Rom. 5:6-11, 15-21).
So let us delete the word “accomplished” by the cross and substitute
the right word, which is “demonstrated” there.

But what does this actually mean to us? And what does it mean to
the souls for whom we pray and to whom we want to witness? It
means that the Father has no chip on His shoulder against anyone
personally; He loves “all men,” even “the world,” sinful as it is. It fol-
lows therefore that God treats every person as though he/she were
righteous, even though he/she is not. God loves the person, but He
still hates the sin; but the sinner (that’'s everybody) must learn to be-
lieve that the Father loves him just as much as the Son loves him,
and the Father loves him as much as He loved His Son (!!). But the
Father loves the sinner so much that He wants to separate him from
the sin—which otherwise will actually kill him/her.

But the problem is that the sinner (that's everybody) loves the sin;
how can we be separated from that which we have been born and
bred to love? The answer: at the cross—where the Son of God built
that bridge across the dark chasm of our alienation from God. He
also suffered alienation from His Father when He cried out on the
cross, “My God, why have You forsaken Me?” (Matt. 27:46). No sin-
ner ever felt such horror of separation from God as did Jesus in that
hour! He was “made to be sin for us” (2 Cor. 5:21). Now the mes-
sage of the cross says to us, “You be reconciled to God!” (5:20). The
Father has proven His reconciliation to us; now let the truth melt our
stony hearts.
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UNITY OF FATHER AND SON

CHRIST says, “l and my Father are
one.” This we must accept as an ab-
solute fact in the sense in which he de-
signed it. He prayed to the Father for
his disciples, “that they may be one,
even as we are one.” John 17:22. The
union between the Father and the Son
is the same as should exist between
brethren in the faith. It is a union of
thought and purpose. See 1 Cor. 1:10.
The will of one is the will of the other.
The language of Christ was, “I delight
to do thy will, O my God; yea, thy law
is within my heart.” Ps. 40:8. Again,
“Believest thou not that | am in the Fa-
ther, and the Father in me? the words
that | speak unto you | speak not of
myself: but the Father that dwelleth in
me, he doeth the works.” John 14:10. A
closer union than this cannot be imag-
ined. So close is the union that Christ
is called God, as in Isa. 9:6, and Titus
2:13. In talking with the young man
(Matt. 19:16, 17) he himself plainly
showed his right to be called God. The
apostle Paul, speaking of Christ, says
that “in him dwelleth all the fullness of
the Godhead bodily.” Col. 2:9.

This fact of the unity of the Father
and the Son, must of necessity be
true at all times, and under all circum-
stances. Let us see. Jesus is known
as the Saviour, the Redeemer of the
world. It is through his blood that we
have redemption (Col. 1:14), and be-
sides his name there is no salvation in
any other. Acts 4:12. But if he and the
Father are one, the Father must have
had an equal share in the work of re-
demption. And so it is. The plan of sal-
vation was not devised and executed
by Christ apart from the Father. It is
God’s love that is commended to us
in the death of Christ. Rom. 5:8. “For
God so loved the world, that he gave
his only begotten Son, that whosoev-
er believeth in him should not perish,

but have everlasting life.” John 3:16.
When Christ was on earth he was do-
ing the Father’s work, for he said, “My
meat is to do the will of him that sent
me, and to finish his work.” John 4:34.
And in harmony with this idea were his
words to Mary, “Wist ye not that | must
be about my Father’s business?” Luke
2:49.

The message that he bore
was from the Father. He
himself said, “My doctrine
is not mine, but His that
sent me” (John 7:16): “For |
have not spoken of myself;
but the Father which sent
me, he gave me a com-
mandment, what | should
say, and what | should
speak.” John 12:49. And so
Paul says that “God was in
Christ, reconciling the world
unto himself.” 2 Cor. 5:19.
Therefore whatever memo-
rials of redemption are ob-
served, must be in honor of
God as well as of Christ.

Again, God is best known as the Cre-
ator of the world. This, indeed, is that
for which he would be remembered,
for his creative power is that which
distinguishes him from false gods.
See Jer. 10:10-12; Ps. 96:5; 2 Cor.
8:5, 6; Acts 14:15. But if Christ and
the Father are one, then Christ must
have shared equally with the Father
in his work of creation. And so he did.
“In the beginning was the Word, and

the Word was with God, and the Word
was God. ... All things were made by
him, and without him was not anything
made that was made.” John 1:1-3.
Of the One through whose blood we
have redemption, Paul says that “by
him were all things created, that are
in heaven, and that are in earth, vis-
ible and invisible, whether they be
thrones, or dominions, or principali-
ties, or powers: all things were created
by him, and for him; and he is before
all things, and by him all things con-
sist.” Col. 1:16, 17. And finally, Paul
exhibits the unity of Father and Son in
both creation and redemption, in these
words: “God, who at sundry times and
in divers manners spake in time past
unto the fathers by the prophets, hath
in these last days spoken unto us by
his Son, whom he hath appointed heir
of all things, by whom also he made
the worlds.” Heb. 1: 1, 2. Thus we
learn that it was through Christ that
God made the world, and through
Christ that God conveyed to lost man
his message of mercy. In Christ God’s
will is made known and executed, and
thus it is that he is called “the Word of
God.” ¥

—E. J. Waggoner, The Signs of the
Times, November 20, 1884.

Believest thou not that 1
am in the Father, and the
Father in me? The words
that I speak unto you I

speak not of myself: bur
the Father that dwell-
eth in me, he doeth the
works. John 14:10
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Christ Qur Righteousness

PART ONE—Today’s Message

THERE are some today
who minimize the
message of Christ our righteousness,
believing there are other topics far
more important, such as the second
coming of Jesus, some of the prophe-
cies, our personal needs in the Chris-
tian life, and the law and the Sab-
bath. Some even say that Christ our
righteousness is a fad that will soon
pass away; and it might be that, but
not because God planned for it to be
that way.

All of these comments demonstrate
a terrible ignorance of the scope and
meaning of the topic of Christ our righ-
teousness. Such a depreciation of the
message often causes many to not
see its true worth, value, and impor-
tance in their lives; and therefore they
fail to experience Christ as their righ-
teousness.

The following quote is one of the most
significant things Ellen White wrote
regarding the third angel's message:
“Several have written to me inquiring if
the message of justification by faith is
the third angel’s message, and | have
answered, ‘It is the third angel's mes-
sage in verity.”” E. G. Daniels, Christ
Our Righteousness, p. 64. There are
several other statements like this.
“The Lord in His great mercy sent a
most precious message to His people
through Elders Waggoner and Jones.

. It presented justification through
faith in the Surety; it invited the people
to receive the righteousness of Christ,
which is made manifest in obedience
to all the commandments of God....
This is the message that God com-
manded to be given to the world. Itis
the third angel’s message, which is to
be proclaimed with a loud voice, and
attended with the outpouring of His
Spirit in a large measure.” E. G. White,

Testimonies to Ministers, pp. 91, 92.
The terms “justification by faith” and
“Christ our righteousness” are used
interchangeably; therefore, Christ our
righteousness is the third angel’s mes-
sage, which we know to be the final
message from God to the world in the
last days.

“The time of test is just upon us, for
the Loud Cry of the third angel has
already begun in the revelation of the
righteousness of Christ, the sin par-
doning Redeemer. This is the begin-
ning of the light of the angel whose
glory shall fill the whole earth.” E. G.
Daniels, Christ Our Righteousness, p.
56.

Throughout the Spirit of Prophecy we
find that the terms third angel's mes-
sage, the Loud Cry of the third an-
gel, justification by faith, and Christ
our righteousness are all closely in-
terrelated, and in fact synonymous.
This message is unique in that, even
though you can apply Christ our righ-
teousness to a personal experience at
any time in the Christian era, it has a
special quality in the last days. Most
will agree that these are the last days.
The Loud Cry of the third angel is the
last message according to the book of
Revelation. There will be no greater
message sent from God than this pre-
cious truth—the message of Christ our
righteousness. This final message will
lighten the earth with the glory (charac-
ter) of God, bringing to a close God’s
final work upon the earth.

There are so few people who under-
stand anything about this subject. We
who proclaim to be ready for the com-
ing of Jesus, and to be preparing the
world for that event, sometimes depre-
ciate the message that will finish God’s
work; and therefore think that we are
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finishing His work without it. If there
is any message today that is “present
truth,” it is the message of justification
by faith in the righteousness of Christ.
It is our terrible ignorance of the scope
and meaning of this topic that perhaps
has kept us here so many years, when
we thought He would come a long
time ago. If this is the third angel’s
message, it is not only timely, but ex-
tremely urgent; for the alternative is for
millions to be lost. Some people ob-
ject to that, but you can object all you
want. That is the way it is according
to the Scriptures. You can argue with
God, but | doubt that you will win.

In the stream of time, we live in a day
of extreme emergency; yet somehow
many who used to sense that have
forgotten all about it. We do not like
to be pressured anymore, or pushed;
but time is pressing us and urging us.
To sleep in this day and time is as dire
as Christ painted it where He said, “in
such an hour as ye think not the Son
of man cometh.” Matthew 24:44. This
message is vital to our correct under-
standing of the issues of our day and
age. Without Christ our righteous-
ness, we will misunderstand those is-
sues and pervert them, and they will
not mean to us what they should.

Many understand last day events and
the third angel's message through
a legalistic viewpoint, which brings
about terrible misunderstandings for
the third angel’'s message is Christ
our righteousness in verity. To look at
this message through legalism is to
corrupt the message that God intend-
ed would finish the work. When we
see all the issues of our day through
the eyes of Christ and His righteous-
ness, suddenly we will understand
where we are in time and how urgent
these days are. We will also have a
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GOD THE ETERNAL SON became incarnate in Jesus Christ.
Through Him all things were created, the character of God is revealed, the salvation of humanity
is accomplished, and the world is judged. Forever truly God, He became also truly man, Jesus the Christ.

He was conceived of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He lived and experienced temptation as a human being,
but perfectly exemplified the righteousness and love of God. By His miracles He manifested God’s power and was attested
as God's promised Messiah. He suffered and died voluntarily on the cross for our sins and in our place, was raised from the

dead, and ascended to minister in the heavenly sanctuary in our behalf. He will come again in glory for the final deliver-
ance of His people and the restoration of all things. (John 1:1-3, 14; Col. 1:15-19; John 10:30; 14:9; Rom. 6:23;
2 Cor. 5:17-19; John 5:22; Luke 1:35; Phil. 2:5-11; Heb. 2:9-18; 1 Cor. 15:3, 4; Heb. 8:1, 2; John 14:1-3.)

clearer vision of Christ and His righ-
teousness.

The teeth in the Sabbath that makes
it very urgent is the mark of the beast;
and the teeth in Christ our righteous-
ness is the fact that it is the third an-
gel’'s message in verity—the Loud Cry.
It is not something we can toy with like
a cat with a mouse and say, “Well, |
will decide later.” Later may be too
late. The urgency of the times prods
us on to make a choice now and not
tomorrow!

There are many similarities between
Christ our righteousness and the third
angel's message that we often do
not see. The Loud Cry declares that
“Babylon is fallen.” Revelation 18:2.
You must study about Babel and Bab-
ylon. Babylon is the symbol of self-
righteousness—do it yourself in your
own efforts and your own strength.
As Nebuchadnezzar said, “Is not this
great Babylon, that | have built ... by
the might of my power, and for the
honour of my majesty?” Daniel 4:30.
Babylon fell because that same spirit
persisted in his grandson Belshazzar
during the feast that night as described
in Daniel chapter 5. Daniel reviews to
Belshazzar the experience of his fa-
ther, and he states there in verse 22,
“And thou his son, O Belshazzar, hast
not humbled thine heart, though thou
knewest all this.” That is, you knew
all the experience of your grandfather,
how he was humbled down to be like
an animal because of his terrible pride
and because of his contesting with
God; though you knew all of this, you
have not humbled yourself. Babylon
is like that, and the Bible declares its
fall.
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The third angel's message has to do
with commandment keeping, and Dan-
iel 7:25 predicts a power that “thinks to
change times and laws.” Babylon pre-
fers to have man made laws. In addi-
tion to this, in Revelation chapter 13, it
says that all will be caused to worship
this power and its commands. This is
accomplished first of all by deceiving
the masses with its miracles, and then
forced by a decree prohibiting buying
or selling for all who do not submit to
their commands.

In Revelation 14:12, we are told that
God’s people keep His command-
ments. Why do they keep them? Are
they forced to? Jesus said, “If ye love
Me, keep My commandments.” John
14:15. What a difference there is be-
tween causing them to worship, and
wooing or winning them so that they
love and obey Him.

Jesus taught that the law was supreme
love for God and to love our neighbors
as ourselves. In Revelation 18:3, in
the loud cry of the third angel, we are
taught that Babylon has an intimate
love affair, not with Christ, but with
“the kings of the earth.” She loves,
but not Jesus. In addition, she does
not keep the second half of the Ten
Commandments because she causes
those that would not worship the beast
to be killed, which is not exactly lov-
ing your neighbor as yourself. The
mistreatment of human beings, the
unkindness to others, is a part of the
activities of the enemy of Christ; and
yet they claim to be commandment
keepers. They claim to obey God and
to rightly represent Him in the earth.
This is just a little birds-eye view of
some of the aspects of the third an-

gel's message and the loud cry, and
it helps us see how different it is from
Christ our righteousness.

In opposition to this power will be
those who will shine for Christ. Those
who love God will truly obey Him; and
they will also love their neighbors as
themselves. This will be made mani-
fest to the world.

We will be digging into the meaning
of the third angel’s message from the
one viewpoint of Christ our righteous-
ness (or justification by faith as we
more often call it).

Here is the entire text of the message:
“And after these things | saw another
angel come down from heaven, hav-
ing great power; and the earth was
lightened with his glory. And he cried
mightily with a strong voice, saying,
Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen,
and is become the habitation of devils,
and the hold of every foul spirit, and
a cage of every unclean and hateful
bird. For all nations have drunk of the
wine of the wrath of her fornication,
and the kings of the earth have com-
mitted fornication with her, and the
merchants of the earth are waxed rich
through the abundance of her delica-
cies. And | heard another voice from
heaven, saying, Come out of her, My
people, that ye be not partakers of her
sins, and that ye receive not of her
plagues. For her sins have reached
unto heaven, and God hath remem-
bered her iniquities.” Revelation 18:1-
5. This is what we call the “Loud Cry”
of the third angel. It seems that as the
third angel’s message is going forth,
another angel comes with power to
make the message more effective.



Notice that “the earth was lightened
with his glory.” What is the glory that
lights up the earth in this message? It
is not literally the angel. In the Greek
language, the word for “angel” means
“‘messenger.” This is a symbol of a
message that sweeps the earth, like
an angel encircling the globe. But it
is not the glory of the angel. It is the
glory of the message.

What is the glory that lights up the
earth? “Arise, shine; for thy light is
come, and the glory of the Lord is risen
upon thee. For, behold, the darkness
shall cover the earth, and gross dark-
ness the people: but the Lord shall
arise upon thee, and His glory shall
be seen upon thee. And the Gentiles
shall come to thy light, and kings to
the brightness of thy rising.” Isaiah
60:1-3. This is a command to stand
up and shine. Why should we shine?
Because “thy light is come.” Your light
and my light; and the glory of the Lord
is risen upon us just like the sun coming
up in the morning. This is the proph-
ecy of the light of Revelation 18:1 that
something tremendous would happen
to lighten the whole earth.

Jesus taught that “Ye are the light of
the world.” Matthew 5:14. You! In Isa-
iah it says you are to rise and shine for
your light is come. Jesus also said,
“Let your light so shine before men,
that they may see your good works,
and glorify your Father which is in
heaven.” Matthew 5:16. Through good
works light is to shine out to the world,
and the result is that your Father will
be glorified. The light spoken of here
is good works, not just good words (al-
though they might be pleasant, too). It
is talking about good actions that the
world will appreciate.

God shines light
that gives us knowledge
and understanding about His
character. As we behold Jesus,
we behold our heavenly Father,
and a light, an understanding,
comes into us; and the glory
of His character becomes
a glory to us, ...

Literally, the people involved in the
Loud Cry will shine. In the book Ear-
ly Writings, there are several places
where it mentions this. “The work of
this angel comes in at the right time to
join in the last great work of the third
angel’s message as it swells to a loud
cry.” “l saw a great light resting upon
them [God’s people], and they united
to fearlessly proclaim the third angel’s
message.” “The glory of God rested
upon the patient, waiting saints, and
they fearlessly gave the last solemn

warning... .” “The light that was shed
upon the waiting ones penetrated ev-
erywhere... .” “Servants of God, en-

dowed with power from on high with
their faces lighted up, and shining
with holy consecration, went forth to
proclaim the message from heaven.”
“God’s people were strengthened by
the excellent glory which rested upon
them in rich abundance and prepared
them to endure the hour of tempta-
tion.” E. G. White, Early Writings, pp.
277-279.

These quotations tell us that these
people will literally shine in the radi-
ance of God’s glory that rests upon
them. When Jesus spoke about peo-
ple seeing our good works and glorify-
ing God, He was speaking about the
light, or glory, streaming from the right
kind of good works; and | hope you
have not set your mind in a mold as to
what those good works are. Too often
our definitions are incorrect, compared
to those Christ gives us.

How do the saints become so glori-
ous that they shine like the sun? “So
the followers of Christ are to shed
light into the darkness of the world.
Through the Holy Spirit, God’s word
is a light as it becomes a transform-
ing power in the life of the receiver.
By implanting in their hearts the prin-
ciples of His word, the Holy Spirit de-
velops in men the attributes of God.
The light of His glory—His charac-
ter—is to shine forth in His followers.
Thus they are to glorify God... .” E.
G. White, Christ’s Object Lessons, p.
414. In other words, the world is to
see God in His saints by seeing God'’s
character in them. This is what it is
talking about when it says the earth is
lightened with His glory.

You can get some idea about God’s
glory being His character in the story
of when Moses asked to see God’s
glory. “And he said, | beseech Thee,
shew me Thy glory. And He said, | will
make all My goodness pass before
thee, and | will proclaim the name of
the Lord....” Exodus 33:18,19. “And
the Lord passed by before him, and
proclaimed, The Lord, The Lord God,
merciful and gracious, longsuffering,
and abundant in goodness and truth,
keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving
iniquity and transgression and sin... .”
Exodus 34:6,7. This is the character
of God; and His character is love. Our
God is love. When He proclaimed His
character, He proclaimed these at-
tributes described here. Our God is
love, and His love (His character) will
be seen like glory; like the sun coming
up in the morning, covering the whole
earth.

The day when the earth will be light-
ened with His glory was prophesied in
the Old and New Testaments. God will
be seen as He really is, not as people
suppose He is. There is a vast differ-
ence. Human beings will show the
world what God is like.

This light is needed because Isaiah
tells us that “darkness shall cover the
earth, and gross darkness the people:
but the Lord shall arise upon thee,
and His glory shall be seen upon
thee.” Isaiah 60:2. Into this darkness
God’s glory will shine, and the world
will see God as He is, manifested in
His people.

“It is the darkness of misapprehension
of God [we fear Him] that is enshroud-
ing the world. Men are losing their
knowledge of His character. It has
been misunderstood and misinterpret-
ed.” Ibid., p. 415. That does not mean
only the people in other churches.
There are many of us who are fear-
ful of God. We say, “But | have been
sinning.” He knew that everyone had
been sinning before He ever came to
this world. “But God commendeth His
love toward us, in that, while we were
yet sinners, Christ died for us.” Ro-
mans 5:8. He knows you are a sinner,
but that does not chase Him away, or
He would have never come in the first
place. He takes the sins that separate
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God and man out of the way. He is the
only one who could do that. He is the
sin bearer who carries them all away.
They have all been laid upon Him;
therefore they no longer separate.
Why? Because Christ took them out
of the way. There is no wall of partition
dividing God and man anymore, which
is misunderstood Old Testament the-
ology that causes people to fear God.
The Pharisees fled from Jesus in the
temple, but the little children and the
mothers stayed there. It is possible to
become comfortable in the presence
of God.

There is a gross misunderstanding
about God. In fact, one of the largest
tasks for the church to accomplish to-
day is to gain a right understanding of
God. Many of our students do not un-
derstand Him well. The same is true
of many parents, church members,
and pastors. We often present Him
in a vastly different way than He really
is. No wonder people are afraid of the
God they imagine Him to be. There-
fore people do not feel accepted be-
cause He seems to be so tyrannical,
dictatorial, oppressive, and demand-
ing. We always present Him as point-
ing the finger at us, so we cringe in our
guilt. God is not like that. There is a
darkness in the world, a misapprehen-
sion of God; and we must go back and
present Him as Christ did when He
walked this earth; for as Jesus said,
“he that hath seen Me hath seen the
Father.” John 14:9.

The Bible says that into this darkness
light will shine—the light of the glory
of God. “At this time [when there is
darkness in the earth] a message from
God is to be proclaimed, a message
illuminating in its influence and sav-
ing in its power. His character is to
be made known [that is the message].
Into the darkness of the world is to be
shed the light of His glory, the light of
His goodness, mercy, and truth.” Ibid.,
p. 415. Someone must do more than
just speak about this. It is more than
a proclamation. It is a demonstration,
a manifestation, so that the world sees
God in His people. His character is to
be demonstrated in our lives.

The quote on page 415 continues on:
“The children of God are to manifest
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His glory. In their own life and charac-
ter they are to reveal what the grace of
God has done for them.

The light of the Sun of Righ-
teousness is to shine forth in
good works—in words of truth
and deeds of holiness.” He is
counting on us to manifest Him
to the world, to demonstrate
what God'’s true character is re-
ally like—that He is truly a God
of love.

He will make us like that. His
goal for you is to make you a
light of His glory—of His char-
acter—so that you might glorify
Him in your good works. He is
able to accomplish that, is He
not? That should be our goal.

Isaiah wrote about this in slightly dif-
ferent language: “O Zion, that bringest
good tidings, get thee up into the high
mountain; O Jerusalem, that bringest
good tidings, lift up thy voice with
strength; lift it up, be not afraid; say
unto the cities of Judah, Behold your
God!” Isaiah 40:9. Behold your God.

“Those who wait for the Bridegroom’s
coming are to say to the people,
‘Behold your God.” The last rays of
merciful light, the last message of
mercy to be given to the world, is a
revelation of His character of love.”
Ibid., p. 415. The world has not yet,
apart from Jesus, seen God. Jesus
was the only One who has truly re-
vealed Him to the world; and now we
understand there will be a message
that will lighten the whole earth that
will say, “Behold God in His people;
and God is love.” They will see that.
There will be no last plagues until the
world sees that God is love. There
will be no return of Jesus until the
world sees that God is love. This is
the last message—the revelation of
God'’s character of love.

We preach that Christ is coming back
soon. Too often we only present a
Christ that will be taking vengeance
on those who know Him not. We

teach a Judgment going on, and you
had better be ready or you will burn.
Is that revealing a God of love? We
are trying to frighten people into being
ready, and that does not reveal God’s
love at all. God hates the sin, but He
certainly loves the sinner. There is a
great deal of difference between hat-
ing acts of sin and hating people. You
and | might have some trouble mak-
ing distinctions, but God does not. He
does not hate the sinner. He loves the
sinner; although He despises some of
the things we do. Your parents do not
like some of the acts you do, but they
love you. You may not like some of
the actions of your spouse, but you
love your spouse. God makes the
same distinctions. God is love, but
how often we present Him as threat-
ening us if we do not line up. God is
a God of love and He is not like that.
He woos us to His side. He does not
drive us as the beast power does.

How is it that God’s people will be like
God in character? “For God, who com-
manded the light to shine out of dark-
ness, hath shined in our hearts, to give
the light of the knowledge of the glory
of God in the face of Jesus Christ.” 2
Corinthians 4:6. God shines light that
gives us knowledge and understand-
ing about His character. As we behold
Jesus, we behold our heavenly Father,
and a light, an understanding, comes
into us; and the glory of His character
becomes a glory to us, just as to Mo-
ses in the mount when he beheld the
glory of God in the law and the sac-
rifice. The face of Moses shined so
brightly that the people could not look
upon him. This was a human being
who had walked so closely with God
that he literally glorified God physically
as well as spiritually; for he was a re-
flector of that brilliance, of that light that
he had beheld there in the mount.

This is a creative act. God who com-
manded the light to shine out of dark-
ness hath shined in our hearts. As He
created light and darkness, so He cre-
ates light in the darkened minds of His
people and the people of the world.
He shines into their hearts.

Paul said that when the old man is put
off, you are to be “renewed in the spirit
of your mind; and that ye put on the



new man, which after God is created
in righteousness and true holiness.”
Ephesians 4:24. That new creature, or
creation, is a creative act. God makes
a new person. And just like He caused
the light to shine out of darkness back
in the beginning, so He does now in
you and in me. He wants to do this in
the whole world in the last days.

Paul wrote about beholding His glory.
“But we all, with open face beholding
as in a glass the glory of the Lord [His
character], are changed into the same
image from glory to glory, even as by
the Spirit of the Lord.” 2 Corinthians
3:18. As we fall in love with Him and
become enraptured with Him, as we
adore Him, as we are devoted to Him,
we see His glory—His character—and
we are changed into the same image;
even from glory to glory, or from one
degree to another, until we shall shine
as the stars in their beauty.

Paul wrote that “we have this treasure
[this glory, this character, this beauty]
in earthen vessels [in corrupt human
bodies], that the excellency of the
power may be of God, and not of us.” 2
Corinthians 4:7. Everyone knows that
fallen human beings are not like God.
Everyone knows that in our corrupt
bodies we cannot possibly produce
a character like His. The entire world
knows that for we have demonstrated
it for six thousand years. Therefore, all
the praise is to Him if men become like
Him. When He shines into our hearts
and changes us, and by beholding His
glory we are changed from glory to
glory, everyone will know that God has
brought this about, and not man. The
world will praise Him and not us, be-
cause the message is Christ our righ-
teousness, not we our righteousness.

The first angel’'s message says that
we are to “worship Him that made

heaven, and earth, and the sea, and
the fountains of waters.” Revelation
14:7. Worship the Creator. He is the
only One who can make light shine out
of darkness; and the minds of many
today are darkened. That is why the
Bible does not make sense to many
people. Thatis why God’'s commands
seem unreasonable. That is why we
have so many frustrations and so
many problems. Our minds are be-
clouded and dead in trespasses and
sins. They must be “quickened by
the Spirit.” 1 Peter 3:18. He says He
will shine into our minds, so that the
darkness and mystery would be tak-
en away; and you will say, “Oh, now
| see!”

Just as God accomplishes the rising
of the sun every day, He accomplishes
the rising of the Sun of Righteousness
in our lives. He accomplishes the glo-
ry of God in human beings—earthen
vessels—in all their weakness and
sinfulness. He accomplishes this until
we are changed into vessels of beauty
and of honor.

We become like Him while the oth-
ers worship the beast and his image,
which are man-made powers, and
obeyed in man’s strength; not trans-
formed by the Divine One. What a dif-
ference. And so many of us, as we at-
tempt to make ourselves better in our
own strength, are joining with those
who worship the beast and his image.
It is all man made unless it is Christ
our righteousness.

The distinctions have become wide
between those who love Him and
those who are being forced, or who
are trying to force themselves, to love
Him. One group trusts only Him and
His righteousness, and not their own.
They are recreated by His power and
not their own. They are transformed

by His glory until all praise is to Him
and not to themselves. The other
group will take the praise to them-
selves for their own efforts to satisfy
God’s laws.

God’s goal for you and for me is not
to be good enough to be saved. This
is one misunderstanding that must
be taken away. Our goal is not to be
good enough to be saved. It never
has been that. God’s goal for ev-
ery human being is to be like Him.
He wants to be seen in the world
through us. The world understands
us but they do not understand Him.
It is that darkness that must be tak-
en away. The world will see God in
human beings before Jesus comes
back. Christ our righteousness tells
us that His glory is to be seen, and
not ours. Ours is all contaminated,
corrupt, and vile.

The goal of Christ our righteousness
and justification by faith is not simply
just to be good enough to get to heav-
en. That is an erroneous concept. It
is not striving to be obedient. It is
to be like Him. God does not want
to come and pat us on the back and
say, “You have done a good job.” He
wants to say, “You have honored Me;
| will honor you. You have glorified
Me, | will glorify you.” The world can-
not be saved by seeing us become
better and better and better. It does
not matter how good we become be-
cause the world will not be saved by
our becoming good. The world will be
saved by God. They must see Him,
they must love Him, they must adore
Him, they must receive His Person;
but they do not know Him until they
see Him in us. We will be a revelation
of God to a dying world.

John told us in very simple words that
“‘when He shall appear, we shall be
like Him.” 1 John 3:2. Some people

Just as God accomplishes the rising of the sun every day,

He accomplishes the rising of the Sun of Righteousness in our lives. He

accomplishes the glory of God in human beings—earthen vessels—in all their

weakness and sinfulness. He accomplishes this until we are changed

into vessels of beauty and of honor.
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listen to this and become very discour-
aged. They say, ‘| can never become
like Him.” But the One who made
something out of nothing, the One who
made light to shine out of darkness,
can make something out of nothing in
you, too. If you understand the Cre-
ator, and the power of God unto salva-
tion, which Paul defines as the gospel,
it is not what you can do, but rather
what He will do with you when He is
permitted to do that.

“It is His glory to pardon the chief of
sinners.” E. G. White, The Ministry of
Healing, p. 161. And His glory is His
character. He says, “l don’t care how
bad you are. That doesn’t bother Me
or prevent Me from doing something
for you. My character is manifested
when | pardon the chief of sinners
and transform them. Then the world
truly sees that | am God; and a God
of love and of might and power who
loves humans so much that He can
change the vilest of sinners.” Then
God is seen! Yet all the time we keep
saying, “l am too bad!” So what! That
is no problem to Him. He has been
working with the bad for six thousand
years. It is His glory to take care of
the worst sinners. It does not bring
praise to Him to take care only of fine,
upstanding citizens who never had a
sin in their lives; although there are
not any like that—they just think they
are. The ones who really bless Him
are the ones that everyone thinks is

lost—the hopeless cases. They real-
ly honor His name when He converts
them, do they not?

The Lord is capable. What do you
think of God? Is He too small to ac-
complish His plans? We are everlast-
ingly looking at weak self and becom-
ing discouraged. He tells us to look
to Him and be saved and to be trans-
formed. It is His glory that is to be
seen in our transformation, not ours.

When does the light of the angel
come to lighten the earth? It is made
clear in the Old Testament by the gos-
pel prophet Isaiah. “Then shall thy
light break forth as the morning, and
thine health shall spring forth speed-
ily: and thy righteousness shall go be-
fore thee; the glory of the Lord shall
be thy rereward [rear guard].” Isaiah
58:6. This verse begins with “Then.”
When is “then”? It is referring back
to two previous verses. “Is not this
the fast that | have chosen? To loose
the bands of wickedness, to undo
the heavy burdens, and to let the op-
pressed go free, and that ye break
every yoke? Is it not to deal thy bread
to the hungry, and that thou bring the
poor that are cast out to thy house?
When thou seest the naked, that thou
cover him; and that thou hide not thy-
self from thine own flesh?” Verses
6,7. When this happens, “Then shall
thy light break forth as the morning:
and thy righteousness shall go before

thee.” Then God will be seen.

“Thus in the night of spiritual darkness
God’s glory is to shine forth through
His church in lifting up the bowed
down and comforting those that
mourn. All around us are heard the
wails of a world’s sorrow. On every
hand are the needy and distressed.
It is ours to aid in relieving and soft-
ening life’s hardships and misery.
Practical work will have far more ef-
fect than mere sermonizing. We are
to give food to the hungry, clothing to
the naked, and shelter to the home-
less. And we are called to do more
than this. The wants of the soul, only
the love of Christ can satisfy. If Christ
is abiding in us, our hearts will be full
of divine sympathy. The sealed foun-
tains of earnest, Christlike love will be
unsealed.” E. G. White, Christ’s Ob-
ject Lessons, p. 417.

Christ wants to give each of us a ten-
der heart that sympathizes with peo-
ple, that has compassion as He had,
that is sensitive to the needs of those
around us. He will supply all their
needs according to His riches in glory,
no matter what those needs are. This
goodness of God will be reflected and
manifested in humanity. God will be
seen in the person of His saints. This
is what He is waiting for.

The Bible says the result of this light
is that “the Gentiles [or unbelievers]
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shall come to thy light, and the kings
to the brightness of thy rising.” Isaiah
60:3. A tremendous ingathering, or
harvest of souls will take place. Mul-
titudes came in at Pentecost. We are
told that the Latter Rain will be even
greater.

An Old Testament writer prophesied
that “the earth shall be filled with the
knowledge of the glory of the Lord,
as the waters cover the sea.” Ha-
bakkuk 2:14. Here is Ellen White'’s
comment on this Bible text: “Another
angel comes down from heaven hav-
ing great power, and the earth is to
be lightened with his glory. The Spirit
of the Lord will so graciously bless
consecrated human instrumentali-
ties that men, women, and children
will open their lips in praise and
thanksgiving, filling the earth with the
knowledge of God, and with His un-
surpassed glory as the waters cover
the sea.” Seventh-day Adventist Bible
Commentary, vol. 7, p. 984. It will be
so extensive there will be millions of
people shining for God, filled with His
glory and manifesting His character,
and the whole earth will be full of His
glory. Human beings, multitudes in
every land, will shine for God, saying,
“Behold your God. He is like us, and
we are like Him.”

We are to proclaim His glory and
grace, not by sermons, but every mo-
ment and every hour of every day,
wherever we live, wherever we go.
We cannot preach the Loud Cry in
words. We will live the Loud Cry.

Itis God’s glory to pardon the chiefest
of sinners. It does not matter how vile
you have been or how far you have
gone. God will manifest Himself in
you, He will glorify Himself in you,
and the world will be amazed as they
behold God in humanity. And then
Jesus will come.

How He longs to come into your
heart. How He longs to rise like the
sun in the morning with light, warming
us on the inside and the outside; and
glowing in us, shining in us, until the
whole life is so transformed that our
very lips, our every act, manifests His
love and His goodness; until we can-
not contain and constrain ourselves.

We must shine for Him. “Let your
light so shine before men, that they
may see your good works, and glorify
your Father which is in heaven.” Mat-
thew 5:16.

It is our privilege to have that trans-
formation, not tomorrow but this very
day. God has been waiting many
years to shine out into the darkness
of this world through our lives. May
His will be done for you and for me is
my prayer in His precious name. %

—J. W. “Bill” Lehman, Christ Our
Righteousness, pp. 1-11.

I and my Father are one.

John 10:30

Elder A. 7. Jones,

God calls wpon you o go out into
Zhe cities, and give Zhe last message of’
warn/ng, Look 2o God For your Sup-
/OOI‘Z‘ as yocul go- Call Zhe peop/e. Zo—
gether, and you coill cerdanly not coork
n van. Llet the truth go forth as a
lamp that burneth. No longer confine
your efforts o one place. let Zhere
be held, rgl where you are, a solemn
comocdadion. let there be a rentuncia-
lion of sSelf to God. Wold Ffast the
533/‘/7/7//73 of your fath wunto the end.
Let not your faith waver. Go forth in
faWth....

“There are those who have never heard
Zhe message o mercy  and warnfng.
In the name of the Lord I say, De-
/ay not. Proclain Zhe 305/8/ meSsage
in the cities of America. Scatter the
Seeds of Crudh Z‘/Iroag/loaz‘ these cit—
ies. Take enth you reliable men, who
with pen and voice will act 2herr part
n proc/a/m/ng the message of present
treth 2o the world.”

— £ G. A)/W‘Z‘e, Leter I5%, 1905.
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Christ Qur Righteousness

PART TWO—The Starting Point of Righteousnes

M UC has been written by

Seventh-day Adven-
tist authors on the subject of Christ our
righteousness. Beginning in 1888 and
onward, there has been a great deal
of difficulty with this subject. Our de-
nomination faced a major crisis when
in 1888, the finest leaders we had dis-
agreed about this subject. Christ our
righteousness has become such a
volatile topic that when | first learned
about it, my advisors in college told me
to leave this subject alone, saying it
would chase me out of the church. Yet
| read in the Spirit of Prophecy and the
Bible that this message is fundamen-
tal to the salvation of all who hear the
gospel. A few people claim to know
what it is all about; but there are some
aspects of it that many apparently do
not understand, for we as a people do
not agree about this subject at all.

In order to understand why some have
fought violently against the message
of Christ our righteousness, you must
go back and look at what took place in
1888. There was an emphasis on the
subject of justification by faith in Min-
neapolis that has almost never been
presented since then. It is the nega-
tive side of justification by faith. You
may think there is nothing negative
about it. It is positive and hopeful, but
there is a side to it that can be looked
upon as very negative. | do not like to
talk about negative things, but you will
never understand unless | do. There
is an aspect to this subject that, as
first presented in 1888, some people
detest.

This somewhat negative theme is the
most basic element of the subject of
justification by faith. Leaving out this
theme prevents us from experiencing
it. Justification by faith is not to be
simply a theory, but an experience. It
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is not enough to just understand it. It
is something you must practice every
day. We must put it into effect in our
lives. It must do something for us, oth-
erwise it is just an abstract theory that
does no one any good. And we do not
necessarily practice it just because we
can preach about it or talk about it to
our friends and neighbors.

This negative aspect to Christ our
righteousness and justification by faith
is the starting point for true righteous-
ness. It was this aspect that brought
so much opposition to the message of
Jones and Waggoner in 1888. There
was a lot of argument and debate over
subjects like the Trinity, but those sub-
jects did not intimidate people. This
negative aspect that we are discuss-
ing caused much opposition, even
though it was not argued or debated,
orin fact even discussed to any signifi-
cant degree.

This negative aspect is found in El-
len White’s definition of justification by
faith. “What is justification by faith? It
is the work of God in laying the glory
of man in the dust, and doing for man
that which it is not in his power to do
for himself.” Testimonies to Ministers,
p. 456. We like the last part of that
sentence where it talks about God do-
ing for man that which we cannot do
for ourselves. But many do not like
the part about laying the glory of man
in the dust. It is the work of God to
lay the glory of man in the dust—those
things about which we could boast.
You cannot have the last part without
also having the first part. You cannot
have God do for you that which you
cannot do for yourself unless first of all
He lays your glory in the dust. So the
negative part of justification by faith
is having the Lord lay our glory in the
dust.

How would you like to have been a
prominent person living back in the
days when this message was first
taught? Imagine two messengers
sent by God standing up and tell-
ing you that all your righteousness is
“filthy rags.” The implication is that, if
Christ is your righteousness, then you
do not have any. If He must be my
righteousness, | cannot produce it of
myself. Worse still, it says to me that
all the righteous deeds | have been
trying to do are not righteous. All the
Sabbath-keeping, all the tithe paying,
all the missionary work, all the preach-
ing, all the Bible work—none of these
are righteousness. If Christ must be
your righteousness, then all of your
righteousness is nothing. We must
admit that we do not hear much about
this. The reason is that preachers do
not like to talk about it. The reason we
preachers do not like to talk about it
is because it condemns us as well as
you. No one can escape, for it does
not make any exceptions, except for
Jesus.

We like to talk about the positive as-
pects of justification by faith—how
Christ is my righteousness, how righ-
teousness is a free gift, imputed and
imparted to me; but we almost always
leave out the part about laying my
glory in the dust. Many just do not
like it. But we cannot teach Christ our
righteousness and justification by faith
without putting this in. We have been
trying to do it for a long time, and all
we are doing is tickling our ears and
not changing our hearts.

You can be as lost teaching and be-
lieving Christ our righteousness as you
can by being a legalist and a Pharisee.
There were some pretty prominent
people in the 1888 movement (and
afterwards) who believed this doctrine



and yet who are lost. The two most
prominent men, Jones and Waggoner,
went out, not because they were wrong
about the subject, but apparently they
got lost some place, didn’t they? This
is why people warned me that this is a
dangerous subject.

The devil would like us to distort
this subject. Why? Because when
Christ our righteousness is correctly
taught and preached, it deprives me
of all that past righteousness that
| thought was my ticket to heaven!
When | almost had heaven in my
grasp, some preacher comes along
and tells me | am not going to make
it because | do not have any righ-
teousness of my own. | must have
the Lord’s righteousness to be saved.
Therefore, our natural inclination will
be to omit this from the subject, and
only talk about the positive aspects.

depressed. How can we follow such
failing leaders, they ask?

Ministers and church leaders have
a terrible hang-up about this subject
because we have to put up a fagade
to please the members. Imagine
some well-known church leader in
1888 standing up and saying, “Breth-
ren, | am sorry but | have to confess
that | have been a very selfish man, a
very proud person.” That never hap-
pened. Some leaders feared that the
people thought they were too per-
fect; and the people would wonder
how that person ever got into such a
high office. They would feel like they
had been deceived. So those lead-
ing brethren imagined themselves
being castigated and evicted by the
members of the church—if they con-
fessed their weaknesses and sins.
Would you be big enough to do that?

that we must be righteous. The teach-
ing of justification by faith says that we
are not righteous, and if I am not righ-
teous, | do not satisfy the Bible require-
ment. Therefore, | am a condemned,
lost soul. That is the negative side of
it. It turns people off when we preach
the truth about justification by faith.

The Jews had the same problem. “For
they, being ignorant of God’s righ-
teousness, and going about to estab-
lish their own righteousness, have not
submitted themselves unto the righ-
teousness of God.” Romans 10:3. This
ignorance was willing. They learned
about the righteousness of God in
Christ Jesus, but they rejected it. They
were seeking to establish their own.
Therefore they did not submit them-
selves to His. The next verse tells us
“For Christ is the end [the fulfillment] of
the law for righteousness to everyone

Before I chase you away, I must pause and say that in all of the
preaching by Jones and Waggoner about the nothingness of man,

they were always pointing out that God loved man and counted
him so precious that He gave for man the most valuable thing
in all heaven—the Lord Jesus. And the reason why sinners are
valuable is because of the price paid for them, and because origi-
nally they were made in the image of God. It is not because we
are so good, but rather because of what God made us in the be-
ginning, and because of what God thought about us when He
gave Jesus for us. It is Gods estimation of man that makes us

good and valuable, not our estimation of ourselves. In Christ we

are valuable. In ourselves we are nothing.

When those men whom Ellen White
called the “leading brethren” lis-
tened to Jones and Waggoner talk
about this, they cringed to imagine
themselves standing in the pulpit
before the audience that had liter-
ally thought that they were fault-
less. Church members do often
expect our ministers and leaders to
be faultless; and | am amazed at
how many young people think that
preachers are a different order of be-
ing. When they discover we are not,
they are greatly let down and almost

There were not many who were big
enough then, and there are not many
who would today. That is why we do
not have altar calls in most of our
churches anymore. That is why we
do not require people to come down
front and give their heart to Christ.
That is degrading to some people,
not elevating. Why do you require
them to do that?

The correct preaching of justification
by faith intimidates people, at least at
the beginning. The Bible teaches us

that believeth.” To those who believe
that Christ is their righteousness, He is
the fulfillment of the law for them. But
if | am seeking to establish my own
righteousness—even just a tiny bit of
my own righteousness—will | ever ac-
cept His? It is impossible.

Somehow there must come an aware-
ness of my condition before | will ever
look for righteousness elsewhere. As
long as | am satisfied with my own
righteousness, or any portion of it, | will
never seek righteousness from Him,
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because | am content. If my Sabbath-
keeping is good enough for me, if my
tithe paying is good enough for me, if
my work for the Lord is good enough
for me and | am satisfied with it (rich
and increased with goods and have
need of nothing), | do not have need
of His righteousness. | already have
it, | have already attained. | can go
to church every Sabbath and go home
feeling very happy and content think-
ing | have got it made. | think that |
literally do not need Christ as my righ-
teousness. And if as a pastor | tell you
that you do need it, many would say,
“Why are you criticizing me? | am just
as good as you are [and you are]; and
therefore what right do you have to tell
me | am not righteous?” We can rise
up on our high horse and be intimidat-
ed by the whole thing, and go along
accepting only our own righteousness.
You would be amazed at how easily
we can do this. We just automatically
fall into this rut and go our own way,
thinking we are not that bad and do
not have to worry about any other
righteousness. | have the truth, and |
have been following it, have | not? So
as far as | am concerned, that is righ-
teousness, and that is good enough.

We like anything that elevates self, but
we dislike anything that depreciates
self. Nowadays preachers like to talk
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about “self worth.” It has a nice ring
to it. You are somebody. Be proud
of yourself. We talk about self-love,
and we take that marvelous text “Love
your neighbor as yourself,” and con-
clude that if you do not love yourself
you cannot love your neighbor. And
we say, “Oh, goody! | always wanted
to love myself, and now | am told it is
alright.” We have sensitivity sessions
where we discover that the things we
feared about ourselves, other people
have, too. And since they are not
afraid of them, why should | be? May-
be | am not so bad after all. We like
all these things that enhance self, but
don’t tell us any more about the things
that depreciate self.

Jones and Waggoner did not avoid the
negative side of Christ our righteous-
ness. In fact, Waggoner made it very
prominent. Here are a few statements
he made to the not-so-appreciative
crowd there in Minneapolis. He used
several texts from the Psalms. “When
| consider Thy heavens, the work of
Thy fingers; the moon and the stars,
which Thou hast ordained; what is
man, that Thou art mindful of him?
And the son of man, that Thou visitest
him?” “My heart was hot within me;
while | was musing the fire burned:
then spake | with my tongue. Lord,
make me to know mine end, and
the measure of my
days, which it is; that
| may know how frail
| am. Behold, Thou
hast made my days
as an hand-breadth;
and mine age is as
nothing before Thee:
verily every man at
his best state is alto-
gether vanity.” “Put
them in fear, O Lord:
that the nations may
know themselves to
be but men.” “Put not
your trust in princes,
nor in the son of man,
in whom there is no
help.” Psalms 8:3,4;
39:3-5; 9:20; 146:3.

Ecclesiastes 3:19,20
is another text he
dwelt upon. “For that
which befalleth the

sons of men befalleth beasts; even
one thing befalleth them: as the one
dieth, so dieth the other; yea, they
have all one breath; so that a man
hath no pre-eminence above a beast;
for all is vanity.”

There were two texts from Isaiah. “All
nations before Him are as nothing;
and they are counted to Him less than
nothing, and vanity.” “The voice said,
Cry. And he said, What shall | cry? All
flesh is grass, and all the goodliness
thereof is as the flower of the field:
The grass withereth, the flower fadeth:
but the word of our God shall stand
for ever,” Isaiah 40:17; 40:6-8. All of
these verses were put into Waggon-
er’s preaching of justification by faith.
He said these texts show that God is
everything, and that man is nothing.

Before | chase you away, | must pause
and say that in all of the preaching by
Jones and Waggoner about the noth-
ingness of man, they were always
pointing out that God loved man and
counted him so precious that He gave
for man the most valuable thing in all
heaven—the Lord Jesus. And the
reason why sinners are valuable is
because of the price paid for them,
and because originally they were
made in the image of God. It is not
because we are so good, but rather
because of what God made us in the
beginning, and because of what God
thought about us when He gave Jesus
for us. It is God’s estimation of man
that makes us good and valuable, not
our estimation of ourselves. In Christ
we are valuable. In ourselves we are
nothing.

You need to ponder for a long time
that we, like the flowers and grass,
are nothing. We do not worry when
a blade of grass or a flower dies. Itis
here for a short while and then gone.
Our goodness is like flowers that are
here for a few days, and then gone.
Can you put your trust in that? No, of
course not. We must put out trust in
something far better than that.

Waggoner also used some New Testa-
ment texts. “l am the Vine, ye are the
branches: He that abideth in Me, and
I in him, the same bringeth forth much
fruit: for without Me ye can do noth-



ing.” John 15:5. “For | know that in
me dwelleth no good thing.” Romans
7:18. Can you imagine the apostle
Paul, who did so much for the Lord at
all times, saying this about himself?

Paul also wrote in Philippians 3:8 that
he counted “all things but loss for the
excellency of the knowledge of Christ
Jesus my Lord: for whom | have suf-
fered the loss of all things, and do
count them but dung, that | may win
Christ.” Those things included mon-
etary loss, losing his position in the
Sanhedrin, and the prestige he once
held amongst his brethren; but there
was something else that Paul lost. He
said he was a Pharisee of the Phari-
sees. A Pharisee is proud of his own
righteousness. Paul had to discard
his own righteousness. Paul had to
look upon himself as having nothing
but filthy rags, in and of himself, prior
to the time of his conversion. Paul is
talking about the willing death of self.
What is good in self that it should be
enhanced, or fostered, or that you
should take credit for?

| have had people say to me, “Elder
Lehman, you do terrible things to us.
All my life I've looked forward to some
kind of success or achievement, and
now you come along and with one
swoop you wipe me out and say | can-
not have it.” This was not my idea. |
did not invent it. It has always been in
the Bible and the Spirit of Prophecy.
Friend, if we have missed it, we have
been deceived, and we have grossly
neglected the things that will get us
to the kingdom. These days | fear we
are willingly neglecting some of these
things. We keep hoping that there is
some other way that we can circum-
vent the death of self, that some way
we can have self and Christ as our
righteousness at the same time. We
keep hoping and praying that some
magnificent pastor will come along
who has deciphered the Bible cor-
rectly and can show us how to have
both. Or perhaps someone will write a
book that says we can have both, and
that will allow self to be inflated all it
wants, yet still have the righteousness
of Christ.

Only needy souls will ever plead for
the righteousness of Christ. Only

those who see themselves as unrigh-
teous will sense a need for that. Only
the ones who hunger and thirst for
righteousness will request it. As long
as you are content for self to do what it
wants to, and call that righteousness,
you will never hunger and thirst after
His righteousness. Self must be cast
into the dust. This is the beginning
point for true preaching of justification
by faith—the laying the glory of man in
the dust, which is the work of God, and
not the work of the preacher or anyone
else. It is the work of God. He does
it, which is a good thing for us; and we
must accept it.

When the children of Israel came out
of Egypt, they had many distortions of
the truth. They lived in a heathen land
where they had come to believe that
God was angry with them, and that
they must somehow appease Him and
court His favor. They attempted to be-
come righteous in their own energy
and works. The Lord had to change
that attitude. | sense that today He
has the same job to do with many of
us. The Lord gave them something
called the old covenant, but they could
not be saved under the provisions of
that old covenant. God gave them
that covenant to teach them lessons
that they must learn, or they would
never need Him. They would always
be content in their own ways and in
their own righteousness.

Ellen White explained the old cove-
nant and why God gave it to the nation
of Israel at Sinai. “Another compact—
called in Scripture the ‘old’ covenant—
was formed between God and Israel at
Sinai ...The Abrahamic covenant ...is
called the ‘second,’ or ‘new,” covenant
... . Butif the Abrahamic covenant con-
tained the promise of redemption, why
was another covenant formed at Si-
nai? In their bondage the people had
to a great extent lost the knowledge
of God and of the principles of the
Abrahamic covenant ... . Living in the
midst of idolatry and corruption, they
had no true conception of the holiness
of God, of the exceeding sinfulness of
their own hearts, their utter inability, in
themselves, to render obedience to
God’s law, and their need of a Saviour.
All this they must be taught [emphasis
supplied]. God brought them to Si-

nai; He manifested His glory; He gave
them His law, with the promise of great
blessings on condition of obedience...
. The people did not realize ... that
without Christ it was impossible for
them to keep God’s law ... . Feeling
that they were able to establish their
own righteousness, they declared, ‘All
that the Lord hath said will we do, and
be obedient.” Exodus 24:7... yet only
a few weeks passed before they broke
their covenant with God, and bowed
down to worship a graven image. ...
now, seeing their sinfulness and their
need of pardon, they were brought to
feel their need of the Saviour. ... Now
they were prepared to appreciate the
blessings of the new covenant.” Pa-
trarchs and Prophets, pp. 371,372.

God gave the old covenant to teach
His people some crucial lessons. In
the process of learning those lessons,
they “were prepared to appreciate the
blessings of the new covenant.” Many
today need to be taught those same
lessons. They essentially come into
the church under the old covenant.
They hear the law and realize that it
is good. They vow to keep it (go read
your baptismal vows). Yet soon they
realize that they cannot keep it in their
weak flesh. So this next quote applies
not only to the ancient Israelites, but to
modern Israel as well: “Before there
could be any permanent reformation,
the people must be led to feel their utter
inability in themselves to render obedi-
ence to God. ... While they trusted in
their own strength and righteousness,
it was impossible for them to secure
the pardon of their sins; they could not
meet the claims of God'’s perfect law,
and it was in vain that they pledged
themselves to serve God. It was only
by faith in Christ that they could secure
pardon of sin and receive strength to
obey God’s law. They must cease to
rely on their own efforts for salvation,
they must trust wholly in the merits of
the promised Saviour, if they would
be accepted of God.” Patriarchs and-
Prophets, p. 524. That is good news.
We often do not like its implications,
but it is good news.

Keeping these quotes in mind, look at
these words from the gospel prophet.
“Comfort ye, comfort ye My people,
saith your God. Speak ye comfortably
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to Jerusalem, and cry unto her, that
her warfare is accomplished [no more
strife, no more struggle, no more bat-
tling], that her iniquity is pardoned: for
she hath received of the Lord’s hand
double for all her sins.” Isaiah 40:1, 2.
Why does He say that? When Christ
is your righteousness, what about the
struggles? What about the wars?
What about the battles? When Christ
becomes my righteousness, the strug-
gle to become righteous in myself
ceases. The warfare stops. | am righ-
teous only in Christ, never in myself.
He is my righteousness. The struggle,
the warfare, stops the instant | accept
Him as my righteousness, as my justi-
fication. “Her warfare is accomplished
... her iniquity is pardoned.” There-
fore, “speak comfortably to her.” You
can take it easy now, for the warfare is
over. Comfort the people with Christ
our righteousness. You do not have
to struggle to attain righteousness. In
Christ you have attained. In Christ
you have achieved. He is our victory.
He is our success. He is the victor for
all humankind. He is our King, and in
Him we are accepted. We must cease
to rely on our own efforts for salvation,
and must trust wholly in the merits of
the promised Savior, if we would be
accepted of God.

“Come with humble hearts, not think-
ing that you must do some good work
to merit the favor of God, or that you
must make yourself better before you
can come to Christ. You are power-
less to do good, and cannot better
your condition. Apart from Christ we
have no merit, no righteousness. Our
sinfulness, our weakness, our human
imperfection make it impossible that
we should appear before God unless
we are clothed in Christ's spotless
righteousness. We are to be found
in Him not having our own righteous-
ness, but the righteousness which is in
Christ.” “The righteousness of Christ is
presented as a free gift to the sinner if
he will accept it. He has nothing of his
own but what is tainted and corrupted,
polluted with sin, utterly repulsive to a
pure and holy God. Only through the
righteous character of Jesus Christ
can man come nigh to God.” Selected
Messages, Book 1, pp. 333, 342.

This next quote is one to be treasured:
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“None but God can subdue the pride
of man’s heart. We cannot save our-
selves. We cannot regenerate our-
selves. In the heavenly courts there
will be no song sung, To me that loved
myself, and washed myself, redeemed
myself, unto me be glory and honor,
and blessing and praise. But this is
the keynote of the song that is sung
by many here in their world. They do
not know what it means to be meek
and lowly in heart; and they do not
mean to know this, if they can avoid
it. The whole gospel is comprised in
learning of Christ, His meekness and
lowliness.” Testimonies to Ministers,
p. 456.

This subject is not a difficult one to un-
derstand, but it is a difficult one to ac-
cept. The proud heart rises up against
it. A man in his late sixties who was a
member of my church comprehended
the thoughts of all this in a sermon |
gave one Sabbath. He was usually
a talkative man, but that day he was
as silent as could be. At home while
eating Sabbath lunch, he sat sullenly
at the table with his wife and a lady
who was a resident in their home. He
did not touch a bite of food although
his wife was an excellent cook. He
just sat there and moped. After ten or
fifteen minutes, he finally uttered, “If
that preacher is right, everything I've
been doing for the last forty years is
no good.” The two ladies, like a cho-
rus that had rehearsed for years, re-
sponded, “That is right!” If you had hit
him in the head with a ball bat, it would
not have hurt as much.

That man literally did not speak for six
straight weeks. He could speak, but
he did not. After prayer meetings he
would usually hang around outside
and talk to everyone. He was an elder
in that church. He had been after his
son for over twenty years to go back
to church. The son told me later that
for some strange reason his dad had
stopped nagging him. The man was
in absolute misery. It was complete
torture for him, night and day. He was
distressed, frustrated, confused. He
was completely upset, because he
had lost his ticket to heaven; but it was
a supposed ticket that would never get
him there. His dear wife, who loved
him very much, had longed for the day

when he would discover that all his
righteousness is as filthy rags. For
years he had treated her like many le-
galists and self-righteous people treat
others who do not live up to their stan-
dards.

By observing others and myself, |
have found that when you discover the
negative side of justification by faith, it
can be a most unpleasant experience.
Some hang on the fence, vacillating
back and forth. The Lord very patient-
ly and kindly tries to comfort us, tries
to help us make a decision. But until
we turn our backs on vile self, we can
never have Christ as our righteous-
ness. | do not care how well you know
this topic or how well you can teach it,
or how much you say you believe it;
until we turn our backs on self, Christ
is not all in all, and we really do not
need His righteousness. Ours is good
enough.

The Lord wants us to have an experi-
ence where Christ is supreme, where
He is unto us both salvation and righ-
teousness. When Seventh-day Ad-
ventists in all walks of life become
filed with the glory of this subject,
when they make their decision for Je-
sus completely as their righteousness,
as well as their Savior, the work will
be finished in a hurry. We will see re-
vivals everyplace. And then the Lord
Jesus can say to us, “Well done, good
and faithful servant.”

May God help us to realize that the
only thing we are going to lose is some-
thing very bad, which is sinful self; and
that the Giver of every good and pre-
cious gift will take away no good thing
from us. He will only take away the
bad things. May we trust Him and look
to Him for our righteousness, for this
will make us extremely happy, and we
will find tremendous comfort. “Speak
ye comfortably to My people,” the Lord
says. ¥

—J. W. “Bill” Lehman, Christ Our
Righteousness, pp. 13-21.



Youth taking the in-depth Gospel to Youth

Sermons by youth-for youth ¢ Bible studies
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YAC at the Louisville GYC 2009 Conference

Youth in Action for Christ was present at the Generation of Youth for Christ Conference held at the Louisville, Kentucky, Convention
Center December 30—January 3. YAC was well represented by Chairman Isaiah Horton, who is actively involved in sharing the message
of righteousness by faith with other young people. Having a booth at GYC gave this new youth committee the opportunity to share an
array of literature resources presenting the everlasting gospel of the Three Angels Messages, the gospel of Righteousness by Faith in verity-
-the message God commanded to be given to the world.

The GYC Conference theme “Unashamed!” was derived from Apostle Paul’s well-known proclamation in Romans 1:16: “For I am
not ashamed of the gospel of Jesus Christ, for it is the power of God unto salvation to everyone that believes ...” Quite appropriately,
Youth In Action for Christ—uwhose mission is ‘taking the in-depth gospel to yourh” —distributed over 1,000 books. A total of over two
thousand pieces of literature were given out, including booklets, pamphlets, Bible studies, and other items. Attendees were pleased that
all of our resources were specific to the everlasting gospel of Jesus Christ.

Among the free materials were publications by E. G. White, E. J. Waggoner, and A. T. Jones. These included Studies in Romans, the
Glad Tidings, Lessons on Faith (Spanish version), Christ and His Righteousness, and Cristo Y Su Justicia. Christ in the Psalms by Jerry
Finneman proved to be a favorite as well. The booklet, The Word was Made Flesh, by W. W, Prescott, containing the sermon spoken of
so highly by E. G. White, was one of the most asked for items, along with Tempted Like as We Are, by A. T. Jones.

The YAC booth was located near the Andrews University and Gospel Ministries International booths. There, Isaiah Horton met and
greeted numerous attendees from all over the United States, in addition to Canada, the Caribbean, England, Wales, Bermuda, Mexico,
Argentina, Peru, the Philippines and other countries.

Over seventy-five persons signed up to receive further information on YAC and righteousness by faith resources for Bible study.  Some
volunteered to help support a YAC Righteousness by Faith newsletter. It was clear that a number of young people were already familiar
with our history as Advent people, particularly as it relates to 1888 and the initial arrival of the latter rain. Others had some knowledge
and were secking a clearer assessment.

Students from Southern Adventist University, Oakwood College, Loma Linda University, Andrews University, Newbold College, and
other Adventist universities also visited the booth. GYC was packed with four days of worship services, numerous workshops and con-
ferences in which the Gospel of Jesus Christ was preached; the mission was studied and explored; and young people experienced practi-
cal missionary work in the greater Louisville urban area. YAC was honored to be present to encourage and support the mission of the

Seventh-day Adventist church in proclaiming the Third Angel’s Message. 3/
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God As Father

Bob: on Portraits
of GodTO DAY we're going
to discuss an aspect of God’s char-
acter that may sound a little obvious,
given our content week-by-week, but
we want to focus today on the concept
of God as our Father. As | just men-
tioned, this may sound like a topic that
is very evident, but we hope this study
will serve as a reminder of the many
and varied implications this truth has.
Bill, why don’t you start us off?

Bill:  Well, Bob, let me begin by stat-
ing that | know of no other major reli-
gion of the world that worships some
type of superior being who is seen in
the role of “Father.” Now, while | don’t
profess to be an expert or the ultimate
authority on every jot and title of what
is taught in those major religions, |
think | am safe in suggesting that the
Christian’s belief in God as Father is
unique among all these religions. The
gods of other religions—and | utilize
that word with a small “g"—are revered
and worshiped but not in that particu-
lar context.

It's interesting that when Jesus gave
instruction on what has become the
model for all prayer, and includes the
specifics of prayer and what consti-
tutes the type of conversation we are
to engage in with our God, we are in-
structed to address Him as “Our Fa-
ther.”

That, without a doubt, was and is
unique. When | say was unique, it is
because even the chosen people of
Christ’'s day were confused in their pic-
ture of God. They had come to view
Him as very demanding and difficult to
please.
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Bob: Some listener might question
your last statement, Bill, with “Is that
really true?” And, ifitis, is it such a big
deal? To see just how corrupt Israel
had become in their concept of God,
listen to what the prophet Jeremiah
describes in 7:31, “And they (Israel)
have built the high places of Tophet, to
burn their sons and daughters in the
fire, which I did not command, nor did
it come into my heart.”

God was lamenting their worship
practices. lItis hard to believe that His
chosen people had come to that low a
level in their worship—sacrificing chil-
dren to appease their picture of God!
We find such a thing unbelievable to-
day. Well, God found it repulsive, too!
Such a demand, as is mentioned here
in this verse of Jeremiah, is foreign to
the very heart and mind of God.

Of course, as more than one preacher
has suggested, we need to be careful
today that we present our children to
God as Samuel’s mother did—living
sacrifices, as we are all to be. We've
all seen some parents, Bill, who allow
their children to pursue a lifestyle or
career that has nothing to do with God
or blessing others.

Bill:  Amen to that, Bob! It pains
me to see parents—well-meaning par-
ents—foster a desire in their children
to become successful in some specific
field that has nothing to do with God’s
ultimate purpose for them in this life—
be it in business, arts, sports or what-
ever.

Parents, ask for wisdom from the Lord
in the training of your children, espe-
cially from an early age. Seek God for

what He wants them to be—not what
you want them to be or what they think
they would like to be, especially if it is
not a life’s work that will not give glory
to God.

If we're not careful, we can repeat the
mistake of those ancient Israelites who
certainly should have known better—
not in a sense of literal fire, of course,
but in a sacrifice that has to do with
worldly pursuits. There is always the
temptation for parents to make their
children famous and/or successful as
this world sets those goals.

We might make mention here on that
statement from Jeremiah you read a
few moments ago, Bob—it was not
that Israel had turned away from God
to worship some other gods. They
worshipped Baal because they under-
stood Baal and God to be the same
person. But what a misrepresentation
of God Baal was!

It's not that many Christians today are
in danger of turning away from the God
that is revealed in scripture to Buddha
or to the gods of Hinduism, although,
| grant you, that does happen to some
degree. No, the greater danger is that
we would become confused on what
the Bible reveals to us as the truth
about God.

Bob: You have cited one of our bur-
dens here on Portraits of God, Bill. It's
not that we’re in a controversy with
Muslims, Buddhists or Hindus. What
we're burdened by is the need for us
as Christians to properly understand
God and the truth about Him. Yes, we
do believe that the major religions of
the world have misconceptions about
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God, but we as Christians have yet to
get it straight as well.

Getting back to the Lord’s prayer that
begins with “Our Father.” No doubt
what heavily influences our concepts
today on what the term “God our Fa-
ther” implies is the relationship, or lack
thereof, that we have with our own
earthly fathers. Now, | think, Bill, in
your recent interview with our mutual
friends, Seneca and Patti, you refer-
enced the high numbers of children
who are born out of wedlock today.
| know those numbers are stagger-
ing, for sure. And one of the conse-
quences of “out of wedlock births” is
that many, if not most, of those chil-
dren will grow up without a father pres-
ent. Yes, some of their parents may
live together outside of marriage, but
the vast majority of children are go-
ing to grow up without the biological
father present. So it's harder for them
to gain a true and attractive picture of
God when their own father is not even
present to begin with.

Bill:  Bob, the devil is ever at work
to destroy our picture of God and you
have cited one large obstacle that he
has laid down at this crucial juncture of
this world’s history. Yes, indeed, if you
don’t have a father present at all, your
ability to gain the right understanding
of God as a Father is greatly hindered.
| want to encourage all those who are
young, single women to remember
this problem. In fairness to your future
child, do you realize you are extending
to him or her a very unfair disadvan-
tage right from the beginning of life if
he or she is without the biological fa-
ther present and, | should add, in the
state of marriage?

Social scientists tried to suggest for
several decades that it didn’'t really
matter whether a child had one or two
parents in the home. They have now
come to realize they were dead wrong.
Children, if they are going to grow up
to be balanced adults, do need two
parents—the biological parents—in
their young home life.

This is even more so for children in a
Christian environment. | think many
young women have been led astray
by believing that as long as they
are Christians and take their child to
church each week, everything will be
fine. Not so! Children need fathers
present in the state of marriage in or-
der to be given every advantage they
can get to develop a proper and truth-
ful understanding of God as their Fa-
ther.

Bob: [I'd like to point out something
here about the concept of God’s Fa-
therhood as it is brought out by Jesus
in our passage. Fatherhood in the
Lord’s Prayer comes at the beginning,
so that each one who believes in God
can see that there is to be a special
link, a special bond, between the be-
liever, as a child, and God, as their Fa-
ther.

We are delighted to speak of God as
our Friend here on Portaits of God.
That, indeed, is a concept that many
Christians have never seen nor un-
derstood, perhaps. But what is even
more emphasized in the scriptures is
the truth that God is our Father.

Now Bill, I think | remember you men-
tioning one time that when you lost
your father you also felt like you had

Fatherhood  in
the Lords Prayer
comes at the be-
ginning, so that
each one who be-
lieves in God can
see that there is to
be a special link,
a special bond,
between the be-
liever, as a child,
and God, as their
Father.
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also lost your best friend. Is that cor-
rect? So, a Christian who sees his God
as the One who is also his best friend,
will have a rich experience and a won-
derful relationship. And that concept
is built on the fact that God is, before
anything else, our heavenly Father.

Bill:  And that concept is, of course,
based upon the fact that God is our
Creator. |find it interesting, Bob, that
the special call in the closing hours of
earth’s history is based upon this truth.
Let me quote it, if | might. It is taken
from Revelation 14:6, 7. The context
of these verses is the second coming
of Jesus Christ at the end of
this world. The entire chap-
ter has to do with that specific
event. Here are verses six and
seven: “And | saw another an-
gel flying in the midst of heaven
having the everlasting gospel
to preach to those who dwell
on the earth—to every nation,
tribe, tongue, and people—
saying with a loud voice, ‘Fear
God and give glory to Him, for
the hour of His judgment has
come; and worship Him who
made the heaven and earth,
the sea and springs of water.”

Now the call, as | said, interestingly
enough, is for us to worship God first
of all as our Creator. Creator has as
its core concept fatherhood. So our
concept of God, our relationship with
Him, is first to be based upon the fact
that He is our Father.

Once again the devil, hard as work,
has attempted to erase that concept
from our minds, to blur it or to depre-
ciate it. And we might say he has ac-
complished a great deal of success
in this respect through the theory of
evolution that is so prevalent today.

But | can tell you that as a father my-
self in the biological sense, father-
hood has within it a great deal of emo-
tion and attachment. | have come to
realize that the picture of God as my
Father has been greatly strengthened
through my own position as a biologi-
cal father. | understand better why
that concept serves as a basis for all
the other concepts of God that are
given note in the scriptures. It stands
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supreme in the revelation of Him.

Bob: Of course, that is why God is
referred to hundreds and hundreds of
times throughout the scriptures as our
Father. The family unit is the most
sacred of all institutions in the Bible.
And, it goes without saying, there has
to be a father to make a complete
family unit.

And, yes, we can speak of God as our
Lord, our Saviour, our Husband, our
Friend, etc., but those terms only have
their full meaning in the context of His
Fatherhood.

Unfortunately, what blurs many a per-
son’s accurate understanding of God’s
Fatherhood, especially from a young
age, is how they are treated by their
earthly father. Modern studies and re-
search by social scientists have shown
this to be more important than earlier
generations have realized. There is a
special and unique tenderness—an
attitude of protection and pity, a jeal-
ousy, a deep love for your offspring
that no other relationship in life can
equal. As someone once said, “Once
a parent, always a parent.”

Bill:  Yes, that is true, Bob! A par-
ent never stops being a parent. Of
course, we need to remember that
when our children become adults
themselves, we are to assume a dif-
ferent emphasis in our parenthood.
A case in point—a person | am quite
close to would chafe when his father
would continue to constantly refer to
him, in front of others, as “honey” even
when in his twenties. Parents do need
to let their children grow up!

But if you go to scripture you see a plc-
ture of God, above any other picture—
and there are many of them—that
portrays Him in His role as our parent.
And not just as a parent, but a loving
parent as well. And in that realm, or
within those parameters, we see a
love that is permeated with agape.

Listener, take a look at the many texts
where God speaks of His love for you
and me, and | think you will see that
the love most emphasized there is in
the context of His parenthood.

This is clearly and most obviously seen
in the relationship between Je-
sus and His heavenly Father.
For example, Jesus utilizes the
word “abba” on one occasion;
a word that is translated from
the Aramaic into the English as
“daddy.” This took place at the
time of His prayer in the Gar-
den of Gethsemane. Here it is
in Mark 14:26, “And He said,
‘Abba, Father, all things are
possible for You. Take this cup
away from Me; nevertheless,
not what | will, but what You
will.”

Now as any child knows who has a lov-
ing parent, in the time of duress there
is one place where you will always
find sympathy, tenderness, pity and
care—and that is, from your parents!
What a struggle as with each human
parent, in a time of duress, to say “no”
to your child! Can we begin to imag-
ine how much these moments in the
Garden as Jesus cried out in prayer,
must have pained God the Father to
the very depths of His being?

Bob: | don't think we contemplate
how difficult those moments you just
mentioned, Bill, must have been upon
the heavenly Father of Jesus. It is one
thing when we see a friend suffer, but
a child’s suffering is a whole different
depth of pain to a parent. If Jesus is
described as sweating great drops of
blood in the Garden that night, what
was the Father experiencing at that
same time? Going on with the usual
business of heaven? Or was His love
so great for the Son that He too, in a
sense, was dying emotionally in His
inmost soul? Any parent who has to



watch a child go through physical or
emotional pain and suffering, would
know well the answer to that question!
That brings me, now, to a whole dif-
ferent point—the deep, burden that
our heavenly Father has for all His
children to be saved. It may be that
some individuals who are listening
right now think of God as indifferent
or only remotely interested in your ul-
timate destiny. There is nothing fur-
ther from the truth.

Think of the shepherd that Jesus de-
scribes in Luke 15 who left the ninety-
nine sheep behind and went out look-
ing for the one lost sheep. Thatis a
symbolic story that describes God the
Father’s great care for this one lost
world in His great, vast universe. It
describes also, each and every one
of us, who are part of this great web
of humanity. Please realize that God
would have sent Jesus to die for you,
if you were the only one in need of
salvation on planet earth.

Bill:  Let me go back to the Garden
of Gethsemane, Bob. Your reference
to the suffering of the Father at that
time is a good one. We typically think
of the suffering of Jesus but not of the
Father—not only then, but also at the
cross. | would suggest that in a sense
the Father suffered more on those oc-
casions. | don’t think that any parent
would disagree with me.

Many years ago | attempted by God’s
grace to minister to the family of a dy-
ing teenager. | can tell you that my
heart went out as much, if not more,
to the mother and the grandmother of
the teenager as it did to him. | saw a
degree of suffering in their hearts that
is without parallel in this life. I've seen
intimate friends suffer over the suffer-
ing of the other one; I've seen spouses
suffer over the suffering of the other in
a marriage; they can indeed be hor-
rendous. However, | have never seen
the degree, the depth of suffering, like
what is in the heart of a parent as they
see a child suffering.

| have seen many a parent who has
never gotten over the loss of a child,
even decades and decades later.
Some parents never get over it. Some
become absolutely dysfunctional.

Such events from life itself reinforce in
my mind that God’s ultimate revelation
of Himself to us is as our Father. | told
my daughter recently (who is the par-
ent of her first child), “Corey, the most
wonderful word you can ever, ever
hear in this life is not your first name
being uttered, or even some words of
affection from a spouse, but the word,

‘Mommy.” ” | think she believes me,
Bob!
Bob: Well, that brings us to our

last point today, Bill. And we hope it
completes the portrait we have tried
to paint today about God. (And let’s
not leave mothers out of this picture.
When we talk of God as our Father,
we certainly want folks to see that we
are talking about parenthood here—
both fatherhood and motherhood.)

The Bible tells us that God’s children,
the human race, wandered away from
Him through their choice of sin. | can
imagine that Satan may have had the
idea, that when he caused Adam and
Eve to commit that first sin, that God
would abandon them. How surprised
he must have been when God uttered
those words of promise in Genesis
3:15, “And | will put enmity (hatred)
between you (Satan) and the woman,
and between your seed and her seed;
He shall bruise (grind to powder) your
head, and you shall bruise (grind to
powder) His heel.”

True parents never abandon their
children when they go astray. On the
contrary, they do everything possible
to woo them back, to place their feet
once again on the straight and nar-
row. (Bill, you've often said that many
wayward children are going to come
to their senses and be saved for eter-
nity all because of praying parents,
haven’t you?)

The Bible tells us in Revelation 13:8
that Jesus was the “Lamb slain from
the foundation of the world.” The God-
head had a plan in place right from the
very beginning that if man were to sin,
Jesus would become the sacrifice for
those sins.

And so, it was through the cross that
God wanted the whole universe to
know the depth of His Parenthood—

that His love for each one of His chil-
dren was, indeed, as strong as death
itself. The gospel story ought to re-
mind us that our heavenly Parents will
go to any depth to reclaim us and to
make it possible for all of us to have
at-one-ment with them in heart and
soul. If the cross doesn’t convince us
of that, what could?

Bill:  How true, Bob. In conclu-
sion, | would like to reiterate what we
have been attempting to say today. It
is this: in all the various and sundry
revelations that God gives us of Him-
self in scripture there is no greater one
than Him as our Father. That is why
He utilizes that term to describe Him-
self with such great frequency in the
Bible. Above all else, He wants us to
remember His parenthood—not just
parenthood in general, but our Parent.
It is not by accident that at both the
beginning of the Bible in the creation
story and at the conclusion of Holy
Writ we see an emphasis upon Him as
our Creator. He is, indeed, our Father
and He will always be our Father.

So please, listener, don’t ever doubt
but that God loves you. You are twice
His child—through creation and re-
demption. He will never forsake you.
Trust that. Revel in it! And may such
a truth motivate you to a life fully con-
secrated to Him.

Perhaps you have never accepted
these things. Perhaps you want to
give your heart to such a Father right
now. If so, He is more than happy to
let you know that you are His child and
He will eagerly forgive you. Wherever
you may be—at home, in your car,
with a circle of others—let Him take
over your life at this moment. It will be
the greatest decision you have ever
made. Ask for forgiveness and accept
Him as your Saviour and Lord. %/
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